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| > HE Debate of the Times, appears to centre - 1 
_ in this Propoſition. Scil. Is human Nature © 
5 totally diſaſſetted: to the divine Cbarater?ꝰ?e 

Pro's and Con's have appeared through the 

| Preſs. Both Sorts appear averſe to deny, 
that human Nature is at preſent depraved; - 

| but the latter ſeem to affirm on. the Point _— 


oo 


EXP Y"..- F® with Referve. 3 

Tis plain, the Pieces on this Side, are in Pain, to keep a cer- 

tain ſafe Medium, between denying Depravity, by which they - 
would ſuſtain a double Riſque, viz. of Conſcience and Credit; 
and affirming it bona Fide, and in full Terms; which would 5 
giving up the Point. 1 
One of the Pieces in this Claſs, ſpeaks on chis wiſe, viz. As . - 

| the Depravity is allowed to be moral, and the Change in Regene-- _ 
" *'H ration is alſo moral, fo this Change muſt be effected by a moral _ M8 
Influence, -. And then inſiſts that the Change, and the Power 
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The Point is of Wpenmoe enougfr to iotone every. Man ho 
ulkes Sides and to. engage every Hand, not encepting che weak 


or the withered, to be extended in Sufflage. 
To throw a little Light therefore, on this Affair, let us firſt 


ſettle our Vicus. f the Expreſſions uſed im it: and then adjuſt our 


Notions of moral Depravity : and ſo we ſhall ſee how human 
Nature is affected to the Deity; and whether the above Poſition, 
. _ viz. that a moral Change can be wrought by no Operation but tbat 
which is pbyſical, will obtrude itſelf on us or not. Now whoever 
is attentive, as a Philoſopher, in this Purfuir,will cn receive 


Light, if he finds! it. 


We are firſt called to el . and uniform Ideas, RE the 


Words and Expreſſions uſed in this Diſquiſition. 
1. The Word Charadler, is Gre: Kk, and is derived =—_—_ char#{.o 95 


and 'tis rendered by Sculpo, im primo, &c. to carve, engravefeim. 
eſs, print, &c, Of Courſe, Character itſelf, is that viſible er 


r 
beute Form, which ſuch Sculpture or Impreſion makes. And 


ſo it appears, that there is no ſuch Thing in 'Propr; ety of Speech, 5 
as an unknown, inviſible, or ſecret Cbaratler. But Chaurater, is 
that viſible, known, manifeſt Form, or Appearance, in and by which 


the Subject of the Character is ſeen, known, and characterized. 


2. Of Courſe, the divine Chara is not any Thing merely | 
ſuppoſed, or imagined about the Deity; but it is that by which 


He isevidently repreſented, ſhewed and made known, to every 

intelligent Creature. If every moral Creature is a Subject of 
moral Obligations, he is a Subject of the Knowledge of the 
divine Character; for they all derive from it, and depend upon 
it. A moral Creature, who has not the Knowledge of the divine 


Character, is naturally, and therefore neceſſarily, not unable 
only, but incapable' to obey God; and ſo is not guilty if he don't. 
-*Tis not poſſible to obey Government, of which we have no 
Knowledge; or to be accountable to it at all. And if the Want 


of any one e divine Attribute would vacate all divine Government, 
and 


To malt he in every 
of which every moral Creature, as ſuch, muſt be conſcious. Juſt 
to the A poſtle reaſons, Rom i 19, &c. ſhewing why Wach de 


revealed againſt even the Heathen, „“ becauſe that which may he 


Intern of God, is manifeſt in them, even his eternal Power and God. 


| beet Yet when they lue to Say _ nt him not as 
= | God, &c. . 5 | 


Now if a eonſeious Croatuse/ can be in a State 61 Indiffcrence | 


= ro this known Character of God, ſo as neither to love nor hate 

ee, then there is a Mediem in Morality, between Love and Hatred, 

5 Virtue and Vice, moral © Good and moral Evil. And then 4 
- I Train of Conſequences muſt be dra un, agaiaſt the well-known 

e - | Character ef God; one of whoſe Motto's is, © He who is net 

for me, is againſt me”; admitting no Medium. Then alſo, pers 

a, haps all Men are not contained in the Characters of righteous and 

| picked; and fo ewt de Subjedio of revealed Neuands en Puniſh- 

r ments. And ſo a fair Rod lies to the Limbus Patrum 

18 But if no ſueh State of Indifference can be, then every Man, 

A, with every Action, Word and Thought, muſt take Rank, in 

is either Love or H. red to the divige haracter. For it muſt be 

ch allowed to be already ſettled by good Authority, t that no Man 


J. can ſerve two Maſters,” So then what is not loved) in a moral 
dy Senſe, is hated by the fame Teſt. 


ch Well then, if Love, which is wee the Reaſon of Choles | 
ry and fo is the Spring of Action, always refuſeth, what it does not 


of I chuſe; and ſuch fefuſing, is juſt as much an Expreſſion of Hatred 
ie in tl. at Caſe, as chuſing is an Expreſſion of Love; then! tis evi- 


on | dent, that either the Wickedneſe, Which all Mankind do chuſe 
ine naturally, is the Evidence of Love; and cordial Conformity” to 


He the divine Character which they know; and Holineſs, which they 
» Har the fame Time refuſe, would be Proof of Hatred to divine 


-vident Demonftration, in conſtant F * that the divine Cha- 


1 Bonde hen eee e, +6695 dive his: 
Jubje& of that Governmenty anthfot th, 
Ecafon, . muſt neceſſarily be eontained in that divine Character, 


Objects; or elſe the Wickedneſs which they chuſe, and thereby 
expreſs their Love, is the Revefſe of ſuch C onformity, and ſo an 


man 


mage og e 2 can — effected N no o Operation b but : 3 


ae. z 
The Point is of We enough to indure every Man o 
$ wes Sides and to- engage every Hand, novexcepting-the weak 
or the withered, to be extended in Suffrage. 
To throw a little Light therefore, on this Affair, let us firſt 
ſettle our Vie us. of the Expreſſions ufediin-ic: and them adj aſt our 
Notions of moral Depravity: and ſo we ſhall fee how human 


: Nature is affected to the Deity;. and whether the above Poſition, 


'viz. that a moral Change can be wrought by no Operation but that 


* 


_ which is phyſical, will obtrude itſelf on us or not. Now whoever 


is attentive, as a Philoſopher, 1 in this Purfoir, will ckrminy receive 
Light, if he finds it. 
Me are firſt called to ſeek . ant uniform Ideas, A the 


Words and Expreſſions uſed in this Diſquiſition. SED 
I. The Word Character, is Gre:k, and is derived Fom char 0, 


and tis rendered by Sculpo, im primo, &c, to carve, engrave/Aim. 


h Nad print, &c. Of Courle, Characber itſelf, is that viſible r 


nſible Form, which ſuch Sculpture or Impreſfon makes. And 
ſo it appears, that there is no ſuch Thing in Propriety of Speech, 
as an unknown, invifible, or ſecret Character. Bot Character, is 


that vi/ible, known. manifeſt Form, or Appearaitte, in and by Which | 


the Subject of the Character is ſeen, known, and characterized. 


* 


2. Of Courſe, the diviue Character is not any Thing merely 


ſuppoſed, or imagined about the Deity; but it is that by which 
He is evidently repreſented, ſnewed and made known, to every 

intelligent Creature. If every moral Creature is a Subject of 
moral Obligations, he is a Subject of the Knowledge of the 
divine Character; for they all derive from it, and depend upon 
it. A moral Creature, who has not the Knowledge of the divine 


Character, is naturally, and therefore neceſſarily, not unable 


only, but incapable to obey God; and fo is not guilty if he don't. 
Tis not poſſible to obey Government, of which we have no 


Knowledge; or to be accountable to it at all. And if the Want 
of any one divige Attribute would VAcate all divine Government, 


and 
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| 8 4 muſt be , every Subjcet or cry Spas ap pres tin 1 
ained in that divine Character, 


| Feaſon, muſt neceſſarily 
of which Very moral Creature, as ſuch, muſt be conſcious Juſt 


fo the Apoſtle reaſons, Rom i 19, &c. ſhewing why Wachs 
revealed againſt even the Heachen, „ decaufſe han which may be 


incwn'of God; is manifeſt in them, even his eternal Potoer and God. 


ec. "EM * when they tete God, * r hin not 46 
God, & c. * 1 


NO . a nice creature, Lan: bein a State of Indifferenee | 
ro this known Character of God, ſo as neither to love nor hate 
ft; then there is a Medium in Morality, between Love and Hatred, 
Virtue and Vice, | moral * Good and moral Evil. And then 4 
Train of Conſequences muſt be draun, agaiaſt the well Kd 
Character ef God; ene of whoſe Morto's is, „He who is net 


for me, is againſt me”; admitt ng ne Medium. Then alſo, per- 
Paps all Men are not contained in the Characters of rightebus and 


wicked; and fo can't be Subjects of revealed Nea or Puniſh- | 
ments. " And fo a fair Road lies to the Limbus Patrum 


Bot if no ſueh State of Indifference can be, then every Man; 
with every Action, Word and Thought, muſt take Rank, ifs 


either Love or H. red to the divine Character. For it muſt be 
alloweck to be already ſettled by good Authority, that © no Man 


can ſerve two Maſters.” So then what is not loved in moral 


| Senſe, is hated by the fame Teſt. 


Well then, if Love, Which is 8 the Aran of C woles; 


and fo is the Spring of Action, always refuſeth, what it does not 
chuſe; and ſuch fefuſing, is juſt as mueh an Expreſſion of Hatred 


in tl. at Caſe, as chuſing is an Expreſſion of Love; then“ tis evi- 
dent, that either the Wickedneſe, which all Mankind do chuſt 


naturally, is the Evidence of Love; and cordial Conformity to : 


the divine Character which they know; and Holineſs, which they 
at the fame Time refuſe, would be Proof of Hatred to divine 
Objects; or elſe the Wickedneſs which they chuſe, and thereby 
expreſs their Love, is the Reverſe of ſuch C onformity;- and ſo an 
evident Demonitration, in conſtant F = that the divine _ 
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human Aﬀections, does it make them 
divine Nature, Nam fimiles tantüm ſe mutuum aſſiciunt? If not, 
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23. To Aepreue, according to Mr. Hailey, © an allowed 1 * is, 
the Senſe of Words, ſignifieth, 7 corrupt, to marr, #0 Jpoil. © 
And ſo a moral Being depraved, is a moral Being corrupted, mar. 
red,. poiled. Now as human Affections are allowed to be de- 
praved, they muſt be allowed to be corrupted, marred, ſpoiled. : 
But to what Purpoſe are they ſo? Why, to all the Purpoſes of 
right Exerciſe to the firſt Object of them; which is che divine 
| Nature, as exhibited to them in his known Charafer. But is 


there any Medium between Affections corrupted and ſpoiled, touch- 


ing the divine Character, as their object, and a State of Diſaffec- 
tion to that Object? If not, then either Mr. Bailey muſt be cor- 
avedneſs, or elſe the human 
Affections muſt be allowed to be 1 ina beat of DO to the | 
divine Nature and Character. | 
We ſhall find the ſame 8 ies we : examine the * 

Formations of the Word in Engliſh ; and thoſe of the ſame: Signi- s 
fication in Latin and Greek. Depravedneſs, for Inſtance, is a 


rected in his Definition of Depr 


rooted Habit of Naughtineſs. And __ ws 2 charged, 2 * 
ook ſomewhat like the 


but our Minds are ſtruck, with the Idea of Contrariety; then we 
mult ſay, either that this Definition is bad | alſo, or elſe that ſuch 
rootedly naughty Affections muſt be totally oppoſite, diſaffe&ed, 
and averſe to every View of the Nature and Character of God. 


Alſo the Greek Word which ſignifieth 20 deprave, is diaphtheiroo, | 
#0 corrupt throughly, and is uſed, Luke xi. 33, to delcribe a. 


Thing Tpoiled :< being Moth-caten. And, 1 Tim. vi. 5, it is 
ſed to deſcribe the Corruption of Minds, which are deftitute of 
the Truth. In Rev. viii..9, it is rendered deſtroyed. It is twice 
uſed to the ſame Purpoſe, in Rev. xi. 18. And doubtleſs, whoever 


ſhall ſtill inſiſt, that there is Likeneſs enough to the divine Nature, 


in ſuch a corrupt Mind, to furniſh a Meaſure of Love, is him: 


Jelf an Example and Proof. of the Contrary. For as there are no 


- Contrarteties greater t than thoſe of the moral Kind; and none of 


Ae | 


, wr 


| chile; ener b pravity und 
the former of which can be 


= Ai . 


either the proper Senſe of Depravily and Enmity, muſt be denied, 
and the natural Notion of ReZitude and Love, in their firſt Sub- 

= infinitely debaſed and vilified, in order io malte out ſome- 
ſhort of a total Contrariety between the two Sorts of moral 
3 or elſe their proper Import muſt be allowed, and then 


= total Contrariety, and „eee DiſlaffeQion, {wall ſoa 


confeſſed. COM. 
4. The Word: Cl ange, is often uſed ambiguoaſly; 1 bur whim 


its preciſe Senſe is of Importance, its proper Import ſhould be 


diſtinguiſhed. Now ſuch is the preſent Caſe; for they who 
deny the total Diſaffection, and of. Courle the phyſical Efficiency 195 
in Regeneration, uſe the Word Change, in a Senſe quite different 
from thoſe who maintain the affirmative Side, on thoſe Points. 


They both call Regeneration a Change; but tis evident, the former 
mean only Alteration; whereas the latter hold Regeneration to be 
| a Change, in its proper Senſe. Now if the Words Change and 


Alteration; are well conſidered, it will appear, that thoſe: who. 
mean to ſupport the negative Side of the Queſtion, have no 
Right to the Word Change, as proper Stile for their Notion of 
Regeneration. For Change, ſtrietiy ſpeaking, always takes Place 
in the Nature of it's Subject, and not in its Circumſtances, as ſuch. 
Whereas Alteration, only imphes ſome Variation of modal Cir- 
cumſtances, The Notion of Alteration, is relative, always re- 
ferring, to mas ich or to that from which the Alteration is 
made. But the proper Notion of Change, is abſolute. Change 
implies, that it's Subject is not the fame in it's Nature, that it was 
before; but is in itſelf another, than what it was before. Whereas 

Alttration imports it's Subject to be different, only in certain Cir-. 


cumſtances,” but not in it's very Nature, from what it was before. 


So a Thing only altered, remains the ſame in itſelf,” but under 
. ſome differing Circumſtances; whereas a Thing changed, is not 


the {ame that it Was, 2285 is another Thing it's Nature. 
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i donde be hid 1 8 
0 changed: it may 


relatively; and Alteration, is alloy 


nifteth to change, is allartoe, from allos, 10 de another. * 


Alattemai, i be made another, The Ute of it may be, ſee 
Dor. xv. 51, 56, Rom. i. 23, 25, 


Places; Ia which the above Notion, of Change, in Rs 


. from Alteration, is ſupported. 
Bede, the Scripture uſerh the Word Change. often, where 


Alteration, in the above Senſe, is evidently excluded; as in the 
Caſe of the Maſaic Prieſthood and Law. The Scripture. no 
where ſaith, they were altered, to make out the Goſpel EP « 


and the Reaſon i is plain, becauſe the Whole of them, as 


public Form, was to be aboliſhed; but the : Apale: * were 
both changed Heb. vii. 12. So the old D 


penſation was not ta 


remain, with ſome Alterations on it; but Ku, very Nature of it, 
as 4 publick Diſpenſation, was to be wholly-taken. away, and 


wicked Habits of Mankind, faith © Can the. Ethiopian change 
his Skin ?*—&c. If he could alter it ever ſo much, it. will not 


whereas the very Nature of the Ethiopian s Skin, in the View of 
da Senſe of the Paſſa 
mass rejected, becauſe 


Allered, we : know 1 it was; and * as evident it was not «7 


Gee take Place in it's Stead. And this the Apoſtle calls 
nge. 5 


7 the Prophet, Jer. xili. 2 3 pointing tothe deep rotes | 


auſwer, becauſe Rill it remains, in itſelf, the very ſame at Bottom; 
this typical Reference, N change, 1 We ki the F 


A. Read ading af He 
he found no Way 40 change hi irg. 


23 ks L 


So alſo the 0 


inAnſwer. be aſked, wh it.s b als Gems 
| W- de fad, from whatir was before; but ah 


wed bo imply-a . 
Difference of any Subject, from what it was. before. So every 
Change, may in a relative Senſe be called an Ateratian: but no 

Alteralion, as ſuch, can ſtrictly be called a Change; becauſe aſter 
wmmiftiag all relative Circumſtances, the Nature of. the Sulyet 


: fill remains the 
The Word frequently uſed in the New Teſtament, which ig) 


Heb. i. 12, and many other 
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ae God, as the Apeſtle affirms,” 1 Cor, Au. 50. 
ve next Verſe he faith, We dhl all be changed.” n 
ry So it appears, that when we ſpeak ef the wat Chats, — 5 
no mult be underſtood to mean a Change in tbe Nature of a Perſoa's 
ter WF Doral State ; and: not in any af the” appending Circumſtances 85 
only, of ſuch moral State:. 1 8 
A Foreigner may hve in great Subjettion and Conformity te 


alien, till he is naturalized by A& of Parliament. No Alteration - 
of the Circumſtances, as ſuch, of his eivil State, can be, or 
imply à Change, of his eivil State, The Aa of the civil Stave 
alone, gives being to Naturalization, 

A Man may be altered vaſtly, without- e the —_—_ 
Change i. e. without being a Subject ef true Morality. Bu 
when his moral State is 2 and the Principles of true Moral. 
ur are begotten in him, there is ſomething xu takes Place, in 


11ſelf, as it: was hefore; which can't be Gid,' when on 
12 Aherazion takes Place reſpecking enn Perſon's moral | 


If it ſhould; be laid, abi Annen will prove tac: in 
becauſe i it ſeems to mean that the Faculties of the Soul e 
changed; which 3 Regeneration to he a phyſical, and 
not a moral Change. It may be — by ſaying,” that great 
Judges both. of Words. and Things. have ſtiled Regeneration & 
piuſical Changes not becauſe any Faculty of the Soul, as ſuch, 
is changed therein; for that never can be, on the Plan of the 
Bible. "Bar becaule; the Change takes Place in the uery Nature, 
of that which is changed. viz. the ane! Kae f wanne f 
and not in, ay Appendages of it only. 
 Ohyj. But the mana Stat of theſe Fabulties, is 26 Aptecect, 2 
proper modal Circumſtance of them; and therefore by this 
1 2 either 2 moral on ia not the * ba the 

„ 


Lofty: Pet Fleſh and . u 0 ͤĩð 
12, are il Field ed Bloods and Jo cannot inherit: a, — EE | 


| the Britiſh Laws and Cuſtoms; but his civil State ſtill is that > | 


the very Nature of his Moral State; ſo that it is not the ſame is 
ly acireums -. 


FE Change; ne tas me ument 
ſign: or elſe, to ſuppoſe ſuch circumſtantial 88 
tie Subject of what is called the moral Change, is implicitly 

deny the true Notion of a moral Change ; and to make it to 3 

vn ir arelative Alteration. Which a | cg as inconſiſtent with 


N N Deſign of the Argument, as the other. 


it is im 


Iy connected with their Being, that 
Tis j 


chem to exiſt out of moral State. 
ceive of an Underſtanding, 
is the ſame as no Underſtanding. 
which is the ſame as no Will at all. 


Or of a Will, that wills not; 
Or of Affecti ions, which 


ons. For to underſtand, to will, and to affect, are evidently 
+ effential to any moral State: 'Yer the moral State of theſe Fa- 
culties, in a particular Perſon, may ceaſe to be as it was; and 
may become what it was not before. And to deny this "muſt 
imply, either a Denial of the fallen State of Mankind: or at 
leaſt, a Denial that ſuch Fall affected the very Nature of the mo 
ral State of Mankind. And if it did not make, or occaſion, 
_ their moral State to be quite another in it's Nature than what it 
was before, then Mankind have ſome Ability naturally, to re- 
- ceive and diſtinguiſh the Things of the Spirit of God; may be 
able of N to will and to do, of God's 
their Affections are not totally alienated from the Life of God: 
nor are they in an abſtract Senſe . dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, 
as the God of Truth has ſaid. And then, to be ſure, the moſt 
that can be needful in the Caſe, is ſome Alteration; and Amend- 
ment of Deficiencies. And ſo there is no need of a moral 
85 h Change. But if we muſt hold God to be true in his Account of 
tiene atters, at the Expence of all theſe proud Notions of Men, 
then we muſt ſay, that the moral State of Mankind was totally 
changed by the Fall; and muſt be tally! changed again, or the 
penal Conſequence of Sin, Rebellion,” and 9 * dean N 
, 12 . be 3 for ever. ee VO 
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1. e The moral State of the Faculties of che Soul, i fo dete. 
. ee to conceive 
the ſame as to con- 


which underſtands nothing ; whi * 


Io neither love nor hate; which is exactly the ſame as no Affecti- 


good Pleaſure; 


a ar ans 


ſeeiking of tlie Subject of che moral Change; and ſo 


eq quite needleſs, by maintaining im it's Place, hät 


K (9 


Fe 4 ee — . 
of ford Seare; Yer fiüce ris as/evidehr, chat ilrere are diſfeuent 
_ Kikids öf qöral State, us that Oliriſt and Bejjal differ, in Reſpect. 
to \ Their 4 — State; ſo che ſinvple 3 of moral State if, 
is the . Yee uf " INH/3d%, When we ſpeak of che immediate 
Jubje of che the idee Change. 8 che moral State ute, hat 
Ie Argument fippoſeth to be thanged in Regeneratien. The 
Objection. ſuppoſeth the Sul, as a 

leb, to be the imchediate Objea VI Attention, hen 


at if the'tnbral iSite 'of it 'bhly'iis:changedy thetcherviigin | 
chis Change, only a modal Aterationf the gubject of 
Bur 'tis'nor ſo. The Horaf State, the Kind of Connection wie 
God, and his Kingdom, that takes Place there, is che whole and 
ſole 'Objett of View in this Affair. 280 -the' Argument 
that the Moral Change does not take Place, onby in — vn 
ſtantidl Ri ſpeets of the moral State; But in the very; Nature ofcit. 
Andthat ſuch as oppoſe the former to be true, do implicitiy 
deny the true Doctrine bf che mörab Change; ant intleedivender: 
only amounts 
n Aktetation of ſome relatiye er e mana 
Q ite, to be neceſſary in ration, ; 
980 e come next to adjuſt our Notions f ral vx it- 
K | coral Depravity*myuſt be ether the difecrRevenis of 
moral ede or à. Medium, between morab Rectitude, md 
that, wich" i Uiretly the'Reveri? of it; 'oretfeirivmorabRefli- 


1 iefelf impaired,” and out of Order. 


Ik De pravity. is ont ReQitude impaired ;"7; e/Regtinade i is! LY 
at the Brig, of all Our Hearts, bur: che Superſeructure is- 
Maier ald demofihed: Eke un 61d Oaſtie, famous im 
and Wfoſe foundations Are ſtill theme 3/ bur the bünding i 2e 


with Vermin. Then it follows, © 

1. That either this 'Depraviry 4629 nottis dials Wicked 

., "and ſo-is 5 at leaſt, not all of it, ET: by the Di- 
D 


Cayed, and t E Heap is encumbered! eee 3 5 5 
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it; or the Faculties of ut, . 
we ure | 
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5 1 * Gan Life at the dame Time. And if cheſe are the 


. | rt 1 1215 VVV 2 
a Ser 3 can be ſo, ben Wine or . 2 5705 


. 
if there is as much Wickedneſs, as there is Depravity vet it 
cast avail to give Character to the Soul, and determine its moral 
„ State, to be a State of Sin and Death; 3 R it's bottom Princi- 


ples are ſtill good; and it is only ſeduc ang: Time to Time, 


dy flattering and deluſive ee 15 meer Weakneſs; 
_ contrary*to the ſenſible Nature, and feeble urs bub of old 


divine Principles - underneath. And ſo there is a reaſonable 


Ground of Hope, in the Nature of the Caſe, for the Salvation of | 


all, who have not with an high Hand, oppugned and ſet at 
naught, theſe good old Stimulations from benea: h. Slender 
Ground alſo to conclude the Damnation of any, except the moſt 


_ audacious.” And a credible Reaſon, (though- not to be f ke 


out), for thinking hard of the one Supreme; | becauſe he 
no more Regard in his Conduct, to many who laboriouſly nd | 
to the good Principles at Bottom. Though they with equal 
Conſtancy, and hearty Sincerity, are inattentive to, and always 
contemptive of, the Name and Blood, and Spirit and Word, of 
the Son of God. Good Ground, there i is alſo in this Notion, to 
deny the total Diſaffection to the divine Character; and the Need 
of @ Change of State, properly ſo called. And to maintain the 


|  Neceſlity of only @ circumftential Alteration, reſpecting the moral 


State, in Order to Salvation, | 
But if neither of theſe. will be admitted, and yet Depravity | 
mult be held to be Refitude impaired; we muſt ſay that moral 
Depravity does always imply equal Wickedneſs; and that a de- 
praved State, is a State of, Jin and Death ; and ſince bottom Prin- 
ciples do always determine the State of the Soul; and theſe, in 
this Caſe, are ſaid to be it's ReZitude ; ſo every Subject of moral 
Depravity, is in @ State of Sin and Death z and at the ſame Time, 


in a State of Righteouſneſs and Life. © And if this Death and this 


Life, are in their reſpective Caſes, each eternal; then to be 
morally depraved, de:ermines a Perſon to be a Subject of eternal 


proper 


Op 1 
Proper Notions of Heaven and Hell, then a depraved Soul is 
entitled to both, as long as he remains deprayed. | 
2. It follows, that if moral Rectitude is moral 8 _ I 
z deprayed Soul is not deſtitute of moral Goodneſs. * And io the. - + 

haracter of Man, ſince the Fall, quite throygh the Bible is de-. - 
nied with Boldneſs.” And if the Deſign of Chriſt's coming, and 
ſhedding his Blood, was to open the Way to all Goodneſs, Righ - 
teouſneſs and Lie; then he came to do, what was in a Meaſure, | 
quite needleſs. And ſo that moſt eminent Wiſdom of God, is. 
groſsly impeached. And the higheſt Mercy, and the decpeſt 
Miſery, which furniſh the grand Materials of the Bible, are turn 75 zz 
ed to Fooliſhneſs. r 
But if it ſhould be ſaid, that the Depravity of Mankind: is = 
ſuch as implies, that they are not in a State of Rectitude bs. _ 
and we know as long as they are in this Life, they are not properly -2 
in the State of the Damned; fo that it muſt be aoncloded. That - r 
the depraved State of Men in this Life, ſimply as a moral Stare, „ 4. _ 
is a middle State between Rectitude and total Ruin. EY x 
It may be aſked, in anſwer, What is the Difference between 
condemned, and damned ? For it muſt be allowed, that all who. 
are not Believers in Chriſt, are © condemnec already. ”. Tod#--Mt. - 
18. Why, it will be ſaid, Damnation i is the 2 of the 


Sentence of Condemnation, which lies already. And does the  _ 4 
Execution of a juſt Sentence do any Hurt? Does it encreaſe the - 
Sin and Guilt of the Criminal? Is he more wicked, merely by  - 
the Execution of the Sentence? Would not the de . 
it, neceſſarily charge this Increaſe of Sin, on the Executor? Butt 


if the above Interrogatories, muſt be anſwered in the Negative,; 
then it muſt be ſaid, that Condemnation, as it now lies, ſup- _ 
poſeth as much moral Depravity,. as Damnation itſelf does. . 
And ſo it follows, as Damnation makes no Depravity, that there 
is exatiy no Difference, in Reſpe& to the Nature o a depraved ...  - 
State, between the Unregenerate, in this Life, (who are all Un- — 
believers) and the Damned. And ſo it appears, that the Nature - 
of a ag INE n Is. the fame, in Condenuarionr na, "nh as in „ 


Ks YR. 4 ths 24 9 
One Circum at 


| Dion 1 4 
Execution of ener in the latter. But as not affect 
the Nature of the State; fo ee can be no Medium 5 
= tween Rectitude and Damnation. 1 80 
© Beſide, are not Devils, and damned Men, "all « deprayed C 
nd have they any thing more, or Worſe, 
State, than moral Depravity? Their ſealed Damnation, in itſelf, 
has added nothing to their Sinfulneſs; ſo they cannot be 1. 
mply by being damned. Then there can be 
middle moral State of Men, between Rectitude and Damnation, 
| which i is in it's Nature different from the latter Fe 
n depraved State is certainly different from a "State 55 e 
titude; and *tis not yet, in Circumſtances, the fame, with Danz- 
nation. Nor is. it worſe than a State of Sin; or better than 2 
State of ReRitude. - 
*- Doubtlefs therefore we muſt conctude;; that the man Daves 
vity of Men, in this Life, is in itſelf, and as conſtituting their 
moral State, as directly, and totally the Reverſe of moral Recki- 
tude, as that of the damned is. 
| Depravity i is the Root or Habit, from 1 N aQtual. "i 
derives, or it is not; if the latter is ſuppoſed, then it f. lows ; 
either that it is not wicked to be morally depraved, contrary. to 
and to what has been proved 1 or that there are 
two Sorts of Wickedneſs, diſtinct in their Natures, which is ,an- 
e Therefore this Depravity is, itſelf, the Habit of all 
iquity. And if it is obvious, that 2 
the oot, or Habit of moral Goodneſs; the 
ſuch depraved Habit, and the Habit of Reckitude, are direct Op- 
bag as that Wickedneſs and Goodneſs are Oppoſites. 
; Nay Contrafies illuſtrate one another. If chen we can \be he 
Notions of 1 moral Re&itude, we may be. as. clear in thoſe 
it. 's. Oppoſite, viz. moral Depravity. 
' termines the former 10 be Righteouſne) 
nels, is neither more, nor leſs, than zo: be right. © But if mopal 
ude'is 10 be exafthy right ; then moral Oy is to be 


in their —— 


depraved, fi 


common Senſe, 
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Rectitude is alike 
tis as evident, that 
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But N Senſe de- 
%; and alſo that Righteouſ- 


e my ty fad „ pn tO es 


tl 


e is to be all wrong.” 11 3 Rectikude itſelf, or N ng right, imports 
5. the Subject to have xo Sin; then Depravity itſelf, or being wrong, 
. imports the Subject to have Hothihet but Sin. Aad this Perg 
forms the Character of depraved Mankind. 
* If to be in a State of Rectitude, is to be in 4 State which i is 
quite right, and to be in 2 State of Depravity, is to be in a State 
elf, which is quite wrong; both which have been proved, and are 
5-22" WF evident to common Senſe; then this Rectitude, and this Depra- 


no ! Vity, are as evidently. Oppoſites, as Right and Wrong. 
3 Yet it may be of Uſe to this Demonſtration, to view theſs 
r oppoſite Qualities, or Characteriſticks, in their firſt Subjects, 
1 ma reſpectively. Moral Rectitude will be allowed to have its Centre 
— and Source, in the divine Nature. Satan alſo wilb be allowed to 
gy be the firſt Subject of moral Depravity. It muſt alſo be allowed, 
that in the divine Nature, is nothing but Rectitude; i. c, no De- 
pra- pravity at all. And doubtleſs it will be granted, that Satan has 


heir nothing but Depravity | in the Nature of his moral State; that he 
di- has no Degree of moral Rectitude at all Now don't the morab 
iate of theſe two Objects of our Attention, form the higheſt 
Contraſt of the Kind, that ever was in our: Conception? Or 
that *tis in the Power of Language to deſcribe? And what” 
conſtitutes the Contraſt? Why, nothing but the bare Import of 
the Words Re#itude and Depravity, in the moral Senſe. © But is 
it not evident then, that moral Depravity is the direct Reverſe 
of moral Rectitude? We ſee then what this Depravity is. 
Man was faid to be created in the Image of God; and: we- 
know alfo thar the Tmage of God was Righteouſneſs; or being 
rizht.” And that, as in God is no Uyrigbteoufneſs, ſo while 
human Rectitude continued, there was none in Man. If he had 
had Untighteouſneſs, any Wickedneſs, or Depravity at all; he 
could not have been a Subject of the Image of God. For Image 
implies Likeneſs, and there can be no Likeneſs at all, between 
wrong, though in the loweſt Degree, and being — in the 
* Degree, as God always is. ; 
EK -: a 


— 


Now4oft as evident av this: is, hs n is that the loweſt 
Degreguf being wrong, 1oralhy diveſts the: Subjea of. * Boe: 
of God; for there 1 is ne Degree of Likeneſs between th loweſt... 

Degree of wrong, in a moral Senſe, and the higheſt De egree of 
right in the ſame Senſe. And if Likeneſs in this Cue, muſt 
conſiſt in Rectitude; for what can make Likeneſs in Man, to 

Sad who is all. Rectitude, but Rectitude? And if this Rectitude 
cC onſiſts in being all right, then as ſoon as Man ceaſed to be all right, 
he ceaſed to be a Subject of Rectitude; ceaſed allo, at the ſame. 
Time, and for the ſame Reaſon, to have the Image of God; be · 5 
cauſe the Image of God conſiſts in Rectitude. 

The Moment therefore of Sin's Entrance to 12 RAG Nature, 
it was totally deftitute of the Image of God. And: this is as evi - 
dent, as that there is no Sin in 15 dixine Nature. It; became the 

ſame; Moment, totally deſtitute of Rectitude; and this is as cvi- 
dent, as that to be eng,, is not to be right: but e the 
Revenſe:- fo 
O. It will ſtillbe Gid, there. is 1 ; Pefest i in this A | 
ments for the Concluſion is. vaſtly: too large for the e = 
Ir only ſuppoſeth a little Wickedneſs, the loweſt Degree of of 
Sin, to take Place in Man, and. then, . that the WW « 
of the glorious Image of his Creator, is totally Lone; and 6 0 
Whole of his perfect State of moral Rectitude, is alſo totally 
gene. is ſurely, unreaſonable to ſuppoſe ſo mall and ſlender e 
1 
t 
7] 


Cauſe, ſhould: produce ſo vaſt an Effect. W ee 

Beſide, ſuppoſe Sin , to, enter 4 little Way into the N | 

Heart, are there not large and noble 8 left, for the In- 
habitation and Reſidence of moral Rectitude? Like a noble 
Palace, where, if a-thieviſh Tyrant enters at a back Door, and i. 
ſleſſeth himſelf of a dark and dirty Kitchen; are not the no- i /« 
Pon | e Kill left for the Accommodation of their ARE C 
Lord? BN 
- 1:1 4h: If the Objector had e a little Light, 3 the 
divine Nature; about the Nature of. the. human Soul; bout 
| 5 About 74 
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hea as toon, a as it is, 8 wrong, there i 15 no Rectitude is 


oe I — —— 2 = 3 very ng tion 175 


Likeneſe. To have the. Image of God a is A have Like. 
_ nels to God. Now, either this e n Man's hay. 
ing Rectitude « equally, extenſive as his 3 70. 8 every — | 


rigbt; and that this determined his —— in hy Image of. 


and if ſo, tis evident, that the Eſſence of this Image, or Like N 


neſs, | ies in his being all right; ſa that, when. he n to be a 
right, the whole of the. Image of | 
Or elſe, this Likeneſs conſiſted in Ra honing ſome Wicked- 
nels. - The Likeneſs of God he had, and it did conſiſt in 
thing. If it did not conſiſt in the Herfectneſs of his Ri 


muſt conſiſt in. the e ſam of i it; or elie, in the total 25. 
fy 5 2 7 nobody 


Divine N * 


ut. this alſo is abſolutely, incredible, Then let us Mts 
dent Truth of our Giſt  Concluſign 3 viz..T hat the 


ure had. Se chat if only this. Perfeltinn 2 
keneſs is gone. So if che. 


nan Nature conſiſted in it's being right, 


- The P Excellencics of the divine Nature, 40 a 


in their. Herfection. And to ſuppoſe any thing can be juſt like per- 
2 Rig bineſi, which is. itſelf not perfectly Tight z.which, in. Moral 


ſes always implies ſome e i at t once to 2 57 She 
re If moral Ir 
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hi ghelt of all A 
elſe it muſt be 
Nature at firſt; confiſted-in that human Nature's | Re&itude,: We. 


whic 


* 


| 5 6: 5 16 1 
Sardities and EY ih be 40 mitted; 


granted, that the Image of God on the hom 


being all right. 
it ceaſed to be ſo, it was totally 


And conſequently; that in the very Inſtant, in 
void of the 1 mage 


no Medium between right and wrong, then to be void of Recti- 


tude, is to be full of Wickednefs. And to be wholly excluded 
| from: the Character of being all right, is to be wholly | included in 
the Character of being all wrong. And to be out of a State of | 


Rectitude, is to be in a State of Sin; and 100 to be under all KY 


N 


of God, . 
becauſe it was totally void of Rectitude, or of being all rigbt; 


Which only can conſtitute Likeneſs to God. And if there ean be | 


Conſequences, both of Nature and Law; 6 4 Ar 


uſeleſs in any proper Action of it. 


fiſtent View 01 the human Soul. 


c wardable. 


Caſes. 


2. The ſuppoſed Objector, is perplexed for Want of a con- 
Now, whether we call the 


Soul, a thinking Subſtance; ar a Power of thinking ; or a — 


Power; it will ſtill be evident, that the whole of it, is ſome how 


employed in every rational Action; that there is no Faculty in it 


Soul, wholly eleſs, unemployed, and unconcerned, in any ra- 
tional Action, it is in that Caſe, wholly unacc 
The Soul cannot be called to an Account, for the Im- 
provement of all it's Powers, in ſuch Caſes. Or be rewarded, or 
288 for the Uſe or Abuſe of all it's Abilities, in ſuch Caſes. | 

or does either Honour or Diſhonour redound io God in ſuch 


leſs, and unconnected with the other F aculties, in any proper 
Action of the Soul, Juſt ſo far the Soul is in' that "Caſe, neither 
chargeable with Sin or Holineſs. Juſt ſo far it has no Connec- 
tion at all with, or Relation to, the Will of God, his holy Law. 
— univerſal Dominion; 1. e. guſt ſo far the Soul is not 4 moral 

ing. 


93 — 


If there is any F aculty of the 8 


arable and unre- 


As far forth, as any Faculty of the Soul, is wholly uſe- 


And if all this is abſurd, contradictory, and quite im- 
poſſible; then the whole of every Soul, is concerned in ᷑very vo- 
1 Action; e e chargeable, and ACEOUNSMRE. : 
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= = onthe nies een — — ane 
nn cher! in every Juſlarce of a wicked Action, the Wholn Soul is; em: 
5 ployed, a 3 in the Sight-of God. Mhere then is the 
Rom or, Plate: for the 3 and — 
Ne es What Bart: or r ef the Soul remains in itt 
Allegiance 8 Where; is the mage of God on che Soul nom d And 
if this muſt be ſo, in every — of a ſinful Action, then 'twas 
ſ ia the firſt ſinful Action. And ſa the Concluſion follows; 
that then the-whole of the Imige of God was loſt 3. and the whole 
| me etre Sabje®. f gara) Mepoguirgs Jul ewes vert 
| haeuther was any Sin acted at all. $18. 43051 1.3 
3A the. Nature off Sip jtſelf is conkideres, we mall bod 4h. 
na Consluſion ſupported. For: iftit be aſked, What is. Sim 2 
Let a divine Oracle reply. 1 John iii. 4. Sin is the >a 
ſion of the Law.” Not of a Part of Re Law; but every Thing 
that is din, even. down to the maſt: tranſient wicked Thought; 1s 
2 Franſgreſſioa o the whole divine Lay; for the holy Law: ud 
unitorm as the Nature of it's divine vr ng and Original. A. 
_» vellknown and allowed human Authority alſo ſaith, “ Sin is 
8 am I aut of Conformity tothe "pg God.“ See A Aſſem. of” 
* Div. Not a great ant, or a partial Hunt, but am Want. whats 
„er, af Conformity to the hok Law, ia Sin, Fherefore ihe 
h A poſtie ſaith, Rom. vi. 23. T Wages of Sin is Death.“ Ho 
e. aich not chis of ſome Sins only, al great Sins, or of Sin in ſame 
er Cates but ef- Sin, as fuck, in every Circumſtance and | 
. of it. The Wages! of all Sin is Death. "An&if this Dea; and 
BE the Likeneſs ; of. the kving God, as ſuch, ——— then 
„ vberever there is any Sin, Rectitude is totally wa en N 
1 Furtber. It will be allowed, that human Nature: ha Nenn 
tude; and therein Likeneſs to God once. It wilkalſd be allowed; : 
that this was a great: Privilege 3, a rich Eudomment. It wi 
doubtleſs alſo be granted, that this Priv was received before | 
it could be mexited. Bounty therefore arr gary cn But 
_ Aue will doubtleſs 1 „ 


„Ad fe follbwy | 


_ 


#0” 


Een is 


* 


£ 


ment, . e — Ka ind! 2 — ny 
w for ſome Loſs of 'Reitude is allowed on all Sides,) was an In- 
ſance of mere arbitrary Dominion; and is a juſt Object of Com- 
Plaint againſt the Deity, by all Generations ever ſince; and will 
Furniſh Matter of fair Exeulpation at the laſt Day; if the grand 
_ Afſize:ſhall proceed by Rules of Juſtice ; all of vhich is moſt 
arrogant and ſhocking | Or elſe, the contrary is true, viz. that 
Sin in it Nature, is the higheſt. Abuſe of that divine Endow- 
ment, and ſo makes a ewes. and neteſſary Forfeiture of the 
Vvhole of it. Conſequently, no Trace of it can 2 but all 
Mankind, if they are allowed to be T ranſgr in Conſe- 
- quenpe: of the Fall, are disfranchiſed ; and every Part of the a- 
bove- named Privilege and Endowment is totally confiſcate. And 
ſo we have another. * and Evidence of the Dun wity 
64 "Nay, if Sin-is Treaſon aioſt the King" of King s, A 
Privilege, Life, Liberty, Property, and all, is forfeit b 


* 
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Wl | ſin in every Kingdom; then cable Mankind are not chapgesble 
3 with ſuch Treaſon; which Nobody dares affirm; or elſe, there 
1 is not one moral Privilege or Quality, as ſuch, remains in them. 
And ſo the Depravity we ſeek, appears again. : | 
Once more. The divine Wiſdom and Conduct, in che whole 
of Chriſtianity, are ſubject to high Imp achments, if any Partof 
this Hypotheſis is given up. For if any Degree of Grace or 
Truth, is ſtill remaining in fallen Men, why came all Grace and 
| Truth by us Chriſt? f any Rightneſs at all of the moral Kind, 
was. in t of his —— why brought He 4 perfels 
Ri bteouſne/s ?\ How could it be ſaid; that the Redeemer . ang 
=_ 2 ee to Light'; if Men were not otherwiſe in 
RB | fect Darkneſs, as to them? How is all our Sufficiency of God, y" 
=} every and Poſlibility thereof, is not totally wanting in 
_ ourſelves? How ean ad our Spr n m 
temain in us? How is he the Object f all Praiſe, if the Reaſon 


"_ „ is got in him? e vs. fa hriſt is” 


Kind, is-of us; then all Things are not of him. But if the 
tural Teſtimony of all 5 Things/ muſt” be avowed, then we 
muſt hold ourſelves the neceſſitous Objects of ſucb cht and 


merely as an Effect of Grace. Then we hold ourſelves, and 


Laſtly. To all theſe may be added, 4 Diſerimination "> 


_ deſcribe abſtractly, without any Mixture or Connection. R 


or being right; and admits no Degree of ————ð 


Terms can never affirm one of another; for there is never any 


dy it deſcribes Man's or 
Recovery Jeſus Chriſt, as ſuch, . Becauſe they ate each en- 
tire, diſt; and without any Mixture. 80 the Notion' of 
Righteouſneſs, Innocency, Holineſs, 
for being ara right. And as ä of · the original 
n exclude all Notion of Mixture. So Words which 


5 


e e e IE RE 
effect every Degree of the Chriſtian Salvation, in all Who have it, 
ho is it aſeribed to him? If any good Thing af all, of the moral 


| all fa friend Role, as coming by. jet Chrit oh i ud ahve 


Truth and Grace, in the ſame Point of Light in which the Bible 
puts them. © Otherwiſe, we deny. the moſt evident Truth of both, 
and make Goda Liar in the whole of the two leading 3 | 
in all divine Revelation, dix. thoſe of God and — nx Paſt 


Evidence of the moral State of fallen Men, taken from the 
| preſſions which are uſed about it in the 
OY . Abſtract Words, as Mr. Lock ſaith, convey the Idea 
of Eſſences and ſhew the entire Eſſence of the Things they 
. 
_ eonſneſs, is an Inſtance; it deſcribes the Eſſence of Rightnels, 
in it's Nature, with any other Nature. And ſo different abſtratt - 
Thing can be affirmed of ſimple Effences, as ſuch, bur theic 
own Eſſence. Concrete Words may affirm or deny about m - 
ple Eſſences. For Inſtance; Light is ſweet; Wiekedneſt is 
dangerous; Death is terrible, and the like. But the Bible joins 


no concrete Words or Notions with thoſe abſtract ones, Where. 
1 State, or fallen State; or State ok 


VUprightneſs; xc. are-uſed. 


We * Med, in the Bible, ee 


— 
1 


_ * ip T7 ES „ Darkneſs nt dank: paty, which 
=_— " a different Nature e of loch 
den Dae l ie Abſtract; rn poeiy obs 
} Ii, mitigating)" * ing Predicate do its Nature, 2 
: _ charaQtoriltic of the human n reſpecting moral Light ae 


5 ge. 80 Eümity, Wickednels,. Unbelief, Guils;! Blinds 
des, Price, | Hardneſs; Death, and an endleſe Train of the like 
on _— = uſed to ſhew the eee unmxcd; Nature of what 
5 as making the Character. of the fallen human State. 


2 Andto ſhew that the Redeemer finds Men ſuch; and does, out. 
af his own Fulnefs, impart all the Relief they do, or ever can 
ceive ; his Merey and all its Efficacies, are deſcribed by like abr | 
ſtract Expreſſions : As Light, Life, Truth, Mercy, Peace, 
Righteouſneſs, Salvation, Sc. Nay, the mnerah Change: itſelk is 
Creation and Reſurrection 3 Abſtract. e 
80, if he Who ſpeaks nothing amils, is allowed to be the Av: 
| thorof this remarkable Sort of Phraſeology in theſe Caſes, through⸗ 
out the Scripture, tis, doubtleſs, . e in the firſt human 
State, there was nothing hut abſtract Ri ghteouſneſs; Which is 
the true Notion of the Trade of God: And becauſe in the des 
praved State of Men, there is nothing but-Darkneſs, Ignarance, 
Wickednefs, and Death, to form Weir moral Character- Which 
for the Prefent cloſeth the Evidence, about ati the. Depravi 
Th, Now we day ſee bes nen ien e maſt de affifted, 
to the divine Nature and Character, as perfealy holy,” That 
human Nature was wel affected to the divine Naturę and Chas . 
rafter,” hen moral Likeneſs ſabſiſted between thoſe Naturcs, is 
out of all Doubt. But ſince no moral IL. ikeneſs to the divine Na- 
ture remains in fallen Men, as has been E ry it muſt: follow, 
that eicher Contraricties, and chat even of the moral Kind, ſuch 
as Holineſs and Wickednels, 1 and Ignorance, r 
und Pollution, n / &c. can take Co ence in each ther, which 
is obviouſly impoſſible. Or elſe, the divine Nature, and.Charags _ 
re ene” as well as the Kumanz arhich is W 
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in nis Character, obey his Will, pleaſe 


a Hf every Faculty and 


* 25 1 
a | 'Or ua Ae abe deter Matere ien u Ses of il 


cctiot to che divine Charakter, and to every View: of he 


1 indeed it is fo, will furcher . the following Sketchey' 1 
 ob-Demonftrari6h;.vis.. VVT 
. Humun Nature e ber preſent, in u State of elikdrd Love or 
Hatred to che Dei ral Likeneſs, which it che naturat 
_ Reaſon:of Lobe, 7 without ſome Degree of which there can 
de no Love of the moral Kind, is cotalhy loſt; and U dlkeneſd in 
the mbral Senſe, Which is the: natural Reafon of Averfion;” hay 
teck Placey as has been proved, and ab it neceſſariſy muſt in 
fallen {moral Creatures; therefore there is nd Lobe in à fallen 
* human Ctemure, as ſuch, to. the Deity; but 4 total Diſuffection. 
: The Way to evade chi \ Argument, muſt be to prove, ether 
rhac the above Demonſtrations of bur fallen State, are not founded 
is FTrach 5 or that there is ge ſuch natural Contrariery between 
che Righteouſneſs of God, and the Wickedneſs of Men, as is 
ed} ot laſtly, that ih Spire of every Thing founded in 
the Nature of Things to the [contrary 
fallen Men, previous b 


fe, do love God, delight 
im, and are accepted 
_ of him. But if neither of theſe can be proved, we may reſt in 
the Evidence we hade of univeifat moral Depravieys Lois vf 
r mera Like neſs to God, in kamam Nature, and: fuel torak 
Diſafſectiom to every diulne Object, as Holy; as we EAA know 

to be: e nemplifled im Fats every Moment. | 
Power of every en is me- | 
Nowhatperble withtheGuiltof every one af it's wickedA ions, 
i has been proved; heb either” 1 and ſome Love 
ab! — n und Ail * mn 
wieked arid guey Subject, 2 contrary to the Nargte of 
Phings; and the above 'Evidevcesy or the, by meuns off ſwew 
in and Guilt, no ſuch Likeneſs or Lowers be there; bus the 
Se eee and ſe in a Ste of ad ate. 
ae rde Ce ae Be reveal them, 01555 7 


Mare and Perktchkong, as exhibited in ide goſpel Sytem. A 1 | 


„ dis true in Fact, hae 


— 


ecyen the wilde 


e Wickednels.re. 0 
5 Love wo the 0 


they love Things -virtuous and honeſt, becauſe they love God, 


4 2 3 | 
1 V ee -is obvious: 


13 latter Fan be, yu more, that it muſt e fo, IJ = 


A 


d above, 


Ire ge 


e Chu in A fallen e ay ſoc. 

+./Phat'a uman Creature, previous to the moral Ch: 
may hank 3 29 of ſome Sort or other; and actually, for dome 
Reaſon or other, have a Veneration for Things that are a 
lovely, and of good Report, in ſome Senſe; and Averſion to 


. the conttary, is evident. And tis obſervable among the darkeſt c 
\ Pagans, as well as in Chriſtendom. - And tis as manifeſt, that s 


it is a natural Property of miral Being. Tis one of thoſe Thing gs ; - We 


which diſtinguiſh à rational Nature, and proceeds on the natural n 
Prineiple, by which every Like loves it's Lite. But to day, 9 5 
this proves Love to the divine Character, in the Senſe of Reve- 5 
lation, as manifeſt in ſuch Caſes, implies, either that the Love of 
ourſelves, and the Love of God are the ſame Thing; for to love 
our Eike, becauſe it is ſuch, is Self. love 3 or. elſe, th it ſuch laud- 
able Things as we have a Liking for naturally, are of the ſame 
Nature with the divine Character, and are vi wed and liked as 


ſuch. To: ſuppoſe the latter, not only implies, that all Men, 
Heathen, do love the divine Character, though 
they never heard or thought of it, in a Bible Light; and that 


of whom they _ never heard, in the Chriſtian : Senſe : But it 
alſo implies, that there is no. natural Difference, between natu- 
ral Virtue in Men and the divine Character, as exhibited in the 
Bible; and ſo what gives Character to the naturally virtuous, as 
ſuch, among Men, — Character to God; and ſo indeed he is 
become as; altogether one like ourſelves. And by ſuch means, 
we are making large Strides toward the old Sainting-Age again. 
and may ſoon expect to hear of Confirmations e for Towns * 
a firſt Virtuoſos among us. 1 5 
. If all moral 1 in wort Beings, , import 22 muc f 


C 


0 
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| Blindneſs in all Men naturally to the ae Beauties of the divine 


15 EO 


hd chi nder there is no ſach' Camo: in Men 5 
to the divine Nature, the contrary to which has been proved; or 


ſuch Contratiety poſſeſſeth them but in Part; the Reverſe of 


| which has alſo been proved; or elſe they are, as moral Beings, 


full of ſuch Contrariety, as has been proved; and ſo 0 full of 
Diſaffection to the divine Nature and Character. 


This is juſt as evident, as that Righteouſneſs and Wickednefs,, 5 
(the known Characters of God and Man,) are ſuch Contrarietit N 
4. There can be no Love without a Will to love; and there 


can be no Will to love the divine CharaQer;-without. Under- - 
ſtanding, or mental Sight of it's Beauty and Lovelineſs; and 
there can be no ſuch-Underſtanding, or Sight, previous to the 


moral Change: Therefore, previous: th the moral Change, chere 
can be no Love, i. e. nothing but Diſaffection to chat e 1 


Character. 3 

No Part of chis ee can be dbnind;i except: has Fe the 
affirms total Blindneſs to divine Beauty before Regeneration. And 
to deny this, induceth a Neceſſity to deny the Nature of Things 
in the Caſe; for what Need of Regeneration to one who is al- - 
dy in Sight and Knowledge, and ſo in the Love, cf Divine 


Beauty ?..Induceth alſo the Neceſlity of denying our fallen State; 


For hows is he fallen, who lives in the Sight, and ſo in the Love 
of divine Beauties? Laſtly, it induceth a Neceſſity of deming 
the Truth of the Bible, which in numerous Inſtances affirms total 


ature. 


3. The Will always chuſerh or gelte, andi is excited: thereto. 
dy ſuch Motives as the Underſtanding. preſents : If then, previ- 


View of the divine Character, as to be fure it cannot, if it is to- 
ally I, as has been proved; the Will; in that Caſe, muſt 


Object of it's Complacence, without any moral Motive thereto'; 
e. without the Underſtanding's 2 ny Sight or. Know- 
1 wy it's oy puty 3 which would be to uſe without n 


dus to the moral Change, the Underſtanding can/preſent no — he 


ther © uſe, and ſo exerciſe Love to the divine Character, as an 


— 
— 


Fherefore the Effect muſt be, that the Will in alt it's Actions; 


— 


ht . * j 
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wy of Sita] 8 the! Underſtanding; ha ring | 
ies Beauty and ſa m encereiſe the Reverſe of Love to 

 weliich 5s DifalieQivn. -1A0d 2+ the Cauſe is, ſe muſt che Effect 
be; but the Cauſe is total Darkock in the Underſtanding,” us to 
te Beauty of the divine Character, without any Intermiſſion: 


e that Obʒoct, refuſech it, as in it's mn Nature an hr 
pee. And if a conſtant and; total tefuling is Des 
Sond of deal Diſaffection, then all Men, previobs to the 
moral Change, are conſtantly and n difaffeted co duch 1. 
vine Character. 

6. That Hypatheſis is to be admiteert in chis. Jaſe, which mad 
Te vindicates the Righteoufneſs of God, the Truth of the 
Scriptures, and is ſupported by Facts well Know to com 
Senſe. + For the Bible was nat. primarily calculated for-fubiime 
Philoſophers, four Cavillers, or ſenſual Hypocrites , hut for the 
plain Subjects of common Senſe. Nou Bible harps much 
on. the Righteouſneſs of God, and on the univerſal Wickedneſs 
of fallen Men, as ſuch; affirms fearful Anger and moſt tremens 
dous| Wrath, to be in God againſt them; abundatitiy denieth 
all moral Goodhiefs, and Favour 20 God to them, while unrege- 
berate; always maintains both the divine Natute, ahd his Law, 
to be haly, juſt, and good; and all Men to be naturally; ar En. 

mity with both. And the inſpired Word for this Enmity i 

 Ecbebrs. Nom. vili. 5. which is derived from Zebrbus; Hatred. | 
Now, if. toi ſuppoſe, that the original Author of this Sy(tem 
4 firlk make it known with ſuch total Diſaffrction, ad is nd 
contended for, full in his Eye, renders his Character and che 

Syſtem itſelf, mare obyieuſly conſiſtent, chan the contrary Hy- 
potheſis: Nay; if the contrary Hypstheſis teud to ſap the v0 
Mam nay of ſack: a Revelation, and to render it ncedieſs;,.. 
great Meaſure uſeleſs ; and tends to render the por fa 


1 che divine Nair, —_— ma Au 
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| — wang dhe” Doftrink 'of- rotal ba er 
i true Doctrine; but nnn rue: and 16 e mut 
; 888 . uy * IST 
lated: 1 depraved Creatures; and * e probe“ bee 
if men re depraved at all,” as Bork Sides im chis Debate . 
then they are torally depraved. TWS Things are evidently e 
tial, in a revealed Syſtem of Mercy, for Creatures” totally de 
1 praved. One is, that they are hepeleſsly ſhut up under G Bale 
and Wrath, in every other Point bf View; or elſe, there T#n0 
 ablolore Need of ſuch Revelation, and 105 make it, WSU e 
doing ſomething in vain, which God: never does. The other 1% 
chat ever) Requiſite, to certain and complete Salvatiem, ig Pres 
| vided in ſuch Syſtem. That the Bible is remarkable for Bern 
| theſe;- cannot be denied. Of Corſe, either it was given, with 
fach total Depravity and Diſaffection, as is now 8 for, 
talk in the Eye of the Donor; or elſe it was very itmpropefly eal- 
oulated, and ſo the Wiſdom and Righteoumeſs of it's bs Rufer is 
impeached; and ſo we are ſhut up, either to mit this ſhocking 
Conſequence! or, to avoid it, allow the total DilaffeQiof.' 0 
N. And'laftly. Tf a totally depraved Natuke, is totall Aif. 
| forent in moral Reſpects, from a Nature totally right in all Re 
ipets; and if ſuch right Nature is only found in God, And if 
his Character is juſt like his Nature; then fuch; d Nature 
muſt be in total Diſaffection, both to the Nature -and Chatacter 
of God: But ĩt is fo totally different, therefore totally di affected. 
Fhis is juſt as evident, as chat Comraties cat? agree; Which is 
moſt of all evident in moral Contratieties, as has been ſhewed.- = 
Now let us addrefs ourſelves to ſee; by What Power che moral 
Change muſt de wrought, in Creatures ſo totally deprased © an 
diſaffected. % SIP IC SR D009 WR 71 0 
But 0 it is al owed, thiat it maſt be by cron ale 
cal Power; it may firſt be aſked, what is moral Power, a 
phyſical Power? 


-moral Power of God, and his phyſical | Power, conſide ed a 
| Power, as ſuch. 5 rh 4 | 
For ldſtance. - Moral a: ach operates by -mora NS, 
- in a moral Maaner, to moral Purpoſes; Hey as. dere beftiled 
1 But phyſical ower, as ſuch, never eee 
uch Means, or in ſuch a Manner. Indeed it produceth natural 
« Riots, and. muſt .be the Original of all moral Effects, becauſe 
is the Source of all Power. Now though phyſical 
3 as ſuch, never. uſeth moral Means, nor ever operates in a 
moral Manner; yet the Effects produced by it may be, and ſome - 
_ Unes certainly are wholly moral; if not, either there is no Power 
zin the Deity, but moral Power, as ſuch; and then whence came 
Sante? And whence can come a Reſurrettion? or elſe there are 
0 moral Effects produced at all. contrary to all Knowledge. 
Or elſe, laſtly, there are two diſtinet Sorts of Power, in that 
natural, une mpounded Principle of the divine Nature, viz. 
"Powers whi⸗ 9 or abſurd enough. Well then, the firſt Cauſe of 
moral Effects s phyſical Power, as. ſuch. and never can be 
Stherwiſe. 
To ſay by Way of Objection, that the Deity 18 moral Rea- 
_ fons, by which hes is moved to ſuch Acts of his Power, when he 
pfroduceth firſt moral Effects, is to ſay nothing to the Purpoſe z 
_ becauſe Reaſons to act, are not Efficients af the Act, bur EG 
| ciency remains, and is a diſtin& Thing, from Reaſons and Mo. 
tives thereto. Beſide, either the — high has moral Reaſons 
Fur all his Acts of phyſical Power, that we know of, or elſe they 
are not all done with Deſign ultimately, to ſecure Honour to his 
moral Perfections; or to moral Purpoſes the Crea 
tures; and fo all his Views could never centre in the Redeemer 
of Men, as ſuch; nor could he be quite well pleaſed in the Mo- 
| F wor could kistenler Meries dee 
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N :Micacy- |= phyſical Cauſe, here is 00 natural 84 * 
gm = in ſuppoliag a l Effect, to pro n a phyſical 
Cauſe: And of Courſe, no Abſurdity i ling the n. 

Change to be by phyſical Poder. 5 2 ob 
|  -Befide, if human Nature js fo totally nt Kat is ; prov d 
above, then there are no more Materials, for any Sort of divine 
mung uſe, belong ces eb the Perſon to be changed, to begin 
right Morality wich, than there were for creating Power to uſe 
in 2 Beginning; or than there will be for raiſing Power to uſe 
in raiſing the Bead. But both thoſe are allowed to be the Woik 
of phyſical Power, as fuchy therefore: fo muſt that be, Which. | 
ne the moral Change. 
Again, if there is ſuch a total Ditaffection to all deine Objeas 2 
as ſuch,” in every Perſon to be changed, as has been proved; 
then either Diſaffection muſt help a little, in effecting the moral 
Change, directly counter to it's Nature; which would be to 
ueſtroy the Difference between willing and nilling, and to make 
direct Oppoſites, to become the lame in Effect; or elle Phy lical 
Power alone muſt do the Work. 

Nay, if there is any right — i in the Perſon to be changed : 
| before the moral Change; then there is no Need of a moral 
Change; but only of Improvement, Increaſe and Growth. But 
both Sides in this Argument, inſiſt, that there muſt be a moral, 
Change. Now the Point is, how ſhall true Morglity begin, in 
the Soub totally deſtitute of it? If we ſay, as every Thing elſe. 

- viz. by phyſical Power, the Account is rational, con-. 
Sftent with the Nature of Things, and with the Word of God: 
And ſuch as would not have a moral Change, ſo wrought, muſt 
doubt go deſtitute of it, till: total De "my begins to tranſ⸗ 
form into Righteouſneſs, and total Diſa into Love; or. 
*rill ſomething begins to operate without aQu F ee! z anda 
moral-Effe& takes Place without; any Sort of 7 ; or till 
We it's own Accord. Sd 
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E 3 any Effect, 
ching find out God,“ Jet we know that firſt Caaſes, asſuch, 

| muff be 44 5 Caules, as plainly as we know, chat ſome C 
muſt firſt give Being to every Thing that is . e And though 


1 Morality elf can have no Beginning, yet the Principle, of it 


in a totally depraved. Creature, may be begun and it muſt be 
without any Help from ann. "_ bh ZN whoa 


But Kill, "tis ſaid, The. mora Ghana ze may be ran; * 


ſuafion. But if there is no. Principle 2 Suaſibility, in 


the Soul that is to be changed. as certainly thete is not, by What 


we have found already; then there is nothing for the ſuaſive Mean 
to act on; ne Way for i it to take Hold of the Soul, in the ſuaſi ve 


Way; and ſo the Soul, in that Caſe, is to the ſuppoſed ſuaſive 
Mean, juſt as nothing is to ſomething. - And if nothing has no 
Qualities, then this Subject of the ſuppoſed Operation, not hav- 
ing any right moral Quality in it, to render wn ee to ſuch 
Influence, is not ſuafible, by any Power whate And ſo c 
not poſſible, that any moral Power whawver, as ſuch, agel 
begin to change it. 

Beſide, Sualion operates only by giving the. Mind Sa . 
encing View. Now if ſuch View is not of the right moral Kind- 


it can never effect the moral Change; becauſe the ſuppoſed 


nfluence is of a contrary Tendency; for there is no Medium 
between right and wrong in the moral Senſe. Et Contr arium i 
Contrario exſurgere non pot eſt. And to ſuppoſe any right View, in 


the moral Senſe, to take Place in the Undetſtanding, whereiit 


muſt be, if any where, to ſerve the ren Purpoſe, is attended 
with the following Difficulties, wi. . 019; ror 


1. It ſuppoſeth the L nderſtanding to be poſſelſediofs marilly 
ht View, and ſo to have ſome divine Light. and Knowledge 
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2. It ſuppoſeth the Underſtanding actually poſſeſſed of what 
we have above proved, it is impoſſible it ſhould be ſuſceptive of, 
before the moral Change; for itt has been proved to be in the 
State which the Bible calls dead in Sin.“ And as it is impoſi= | 
ble in Nature, for the Dead to. conceive, or apprehend. Means 
by which to riſe, ſo this Suppoſition is inconſiſtent with the Nature 
3. It ſuppaſeth the ſuaſive View to exiſt in, and influence the 
Mind, reſpecting the moral Change, while the ſame Mind is yet 
not changed, 5. e. while it is wholly a Subject of the rei ing 
Power and Influence of Sin and Death; and doubtleſs theſe two | 
Sorts of Influence art contrary to each other; and ſo the Suppos 
| fition makes the ſame Mind ſubject to two directly oppoſite; incofts. 
_ . fiſtent, and incompatible Sorts of actual Influence, at the ſame 
4. If the ſuppoſed ſuaſive View, does not affect, or move the | 
Mind at all, it never can effect the propoſed Change; this is ob.. 
Vvious. And if it does affect or move the Mind about the Change, 7 
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g like a Perſon's begetting himſelf, 
; ; r Re | 75 STE 
5. And laſtly. As no more than one Object of A h ſion, 


3 ty of the Mind is totally taken up 


full of the right Sort of Light 


e So an Under. 
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e $4 31 4 
dern dag, lu jut PRESET ſo bee 2 * brenn * 
Therefore whatever Objekt ocoupieth ehe VUaderftanding at 
mut for thar Time $41 ic full, of employ the aer . And 
nen this Object is ſome righ mae , and ſo for chat Juncture che 
Underſtinding ie who rakenwith, and full of à fighx Sort a 
1  Objetts theo of Courſe che Uncerſtahding is as tight,” as the 
— _ fame Fatulty was in Innocence, or as that of Gabrieſ is now. 80 
then, the very Conception of the-propuſer Mean of Susſion, in 
order to effect the Change in the moral Way, is Demmtratiom 
 tharthe Change, as fat as it reſpecs the Underſtaniditig, #3 ulrbady 
put. Lis changed, as much as an Underſtanding tan be, ia 
order to begin to changed. Tis quite right, in order te | 
eo become ſo. This Underſtanding is in right State now, by the 
ample Conception of the Mean of Suafion, before the ſualive 
Influence takes Place. But dis faid, this is omy in order to effect 
0 « Change. But as there ate bar two Ar e eee ug: 


is to migrate a. Suslionf ft: 
This brings to View another Abſaiaity cabs the Suppoi 
tion of the moral Change ons wrought by Sualion, viz. That it 
not only ſuppoſeth the right Sort . Activity and Life, actually 
-_ exiſting in the Mind, — employed to lay its own Foundation, 
ban give Bong to itſelf has; but it confounds the Efficiency, 
by which the Chan 2 ſaid to be wrought, with that of ſpiritual 
Edification ever And ſo deſtroys the Difference between 
that treating und raifing Power, as to the Manner of it's Opera- 
Sin, by which a Soul is created in Chriſt Jeſus, or raiſed from 
Death to Life in him; and that by which it is nouriſhed, and 
Preſerved in ſuch Life, after it is fo createdand raiſed. © \ | 
When che Principle of the divine Life is begotten, and tt 
Foundation of the ingdom 'of Truth, is laid in the Soul, it is 
become ductile to moral Subfion. A Pririciple of Svalibility is 
| bor there; in Reference” ts which the Lord faith, ** my Sheep 
#9 Fai," > The: — W n. 
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24 dead in 45 3 whale Ears are 
hear. 
; Caſe, and conſtant Facts, that Suaſion is the Mean of all edify- 


A 


But to ſuppoſe the Change itſelf, to be wrought-by Suaſion, im- 
plieth that the Mind, however depraved and diſaeed, as 1 
been proved, is yet alive, and naturally ductile to the beſt Burr 
Motives; and fo can as well be perſuaded; to riſe from the Deati, 
and tome to Life, as it can chuſe the ene, and refuſe he On N 


ii 


0 che firſt Apprehenſions af —.— Things, in their true Senſe, muſt "i 
be cauſed by phyſichl Power; then the ſame Notion: of Power _ 7 - 


3 pans 


ment, from it's edifying Influence, which is allowed in itz a 
from it's regenerating Influence, which it pretends to deny 


ſelf, with every other Power of the Soul, is changed, 1 5 
brought i into a new moral State; being renewed - after the ; 


Power phyſical in recovering abſent Views of divine Objeas; it 
being otherwiſe plentifully provided for. FU. 


of ey in this Aſie, beſide mere Suan, Buch, «©, a 


Ta 2 5 „„ 
Which Things: ore not true ff — why - . 
yet deaf chat they cannet [ee i 
So it appears from the Word of God, the Nature of tze 


ing and growing Influence, to ſobh as are already horn of "God, 


after it has known them by Experience. 435 
But it may be ſaid; this Argument proves ene For E 


mult be employed to recover divine Views, as often as they are I 
abſent, For no particular Vie ws can always abide in the Mind. wn 
And fo the Uſe of Suaſion, is as much excluded, by this) Argu- _ 


Anſ. This Obection pr occeds on the Suppoſition that phyſi- 1 5 5 — 
cal Power is only employed in cauſing right Views to exiſt in the 
Underſtanding, which is not true. For the Underſtanding it- 


of him who created it. Col. iii. 1o. And the whole is <qua 5 | * 
the Effect of the ſame Notion of Power, for Reaſons already . 
given; and to which others will ſoon be added. 1 
Beſide, as phyſical Power. is only employed, (ceſpecting Min 1 
kind) where moral Motives, in the divine Senſe, cannot ob- A 
tain, which is the Caſe, univerſally, as to the tndrat Change; us 1 
has been proved. So there is no Reaſon for the Intervention of |; 


The moral Empire among Men has diveiweiablitied Mens 
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Therefore whatever Object ocoupleth. the Underftanding” at alk; ' 
müſt for that Time fl ie full 'of employ the Whole of ik. And 
Ven this Object is ſome right“ iet, and ſo for chat Juncture the 
 Underſtinding/ls wh tale vick, and full of u fight Sort of 
Odjett; then of Courſe rhe Under ſtahding is as right,” as che 
ſame Faculty was in —— or as that Gabriek isinow; 80 
_ then, the very Conception of e propoſed Mean of Susſion, in 
order to effect the Change in the moral Way, is Denimtr ation, 
bat che Change, * the Underſtanding, v5 a/rtady 
D. Lis changed, as tuch as an Underſtanding af be, in 
order to begin to be chinged. e t, in order t | 
to become ſo. This Underſtanding is in right State now, by che 
ſimple Conception of the Mean of Suaſion, before the ſualive 
Infſuence takes Place. But *tis faid, this is only in order · to effect 


2 Change. But as there are bar two Notions of moral State, 


and we have juſt attended the Underſtanding into the laſt of theſe 
without Sag what therefore is that other State into which i i 
is to migrate by Suaſionf 

This brings to View another Abfardity Sending the Suppoſi- 
tion of the moral Change being wrought by Sualion, viz. That it 
not only ſuppoſeth the right Sort ef Activity and Life, actually 
exiſting in the Mind, and employed ro lay its 6wn Foundation, 
and to give Being to def chere; but it confounds the Efficiency, 
y which the Change is ſaid to be wrought, with that of ſpiritual 
| Elikeation ever after. And ſo deſtroys the Difference between 
that creating und raifing Power, as to the Manner of it's Opera- 
tion, by which a Soul is created in Chriſt Jeſus, or raifed from 
Death to Life in him; and that by which it is nouriſhed, and 

preſerved 1 in ſuch Life, after it is fo ereated and raiſed; © 
When che Principle of the divine Life is begotten, and the 
Foundation of the ingdom of Truch, is laid in the Soul, it is 
become ductile ro moral 'Subfion. A Principle of Sualibility- is 
. there; ih Reference” to which the Lord faith, *© my Sheep 
me Vale e * al bark ef this — * 
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has been proved. So there is no Reaſon for the 
Power phyſical in recovering abſent Views of divine © 


wan 


hear. So it 
Caſe, and conſtant Facts, that Suaſion is the Mean of all edify- 
ing and grow ing Influence, to ſubh as are already born of G. 
But to ſuppoſe the Change itſelf, to be wrought-by Suaſion im- 
plieth that the Mind, however depraved and diſaffected; ab has 
been proved, is yet alive, and naturally ductile to the heſt Surt br 
Motives; and ſo can as well be perſuaded; to riſe from the Deni, 
and come to life, as it can chuſe the Bene and ene On 
after it has known tbetn by E: 13. 
ut it may be ſaid; this Arg ument proves. e For * 
the firſt Apprehenſions af —— Things, in their true Senſe, maſt 
be cauſed by phyſical Power; then the ſame Notion. of Power 
mult be employed to recover divine Views, as often as they are 
abſent, For no particular Views can always abide in the Mind. 
And ſo the Uſe of Suaſion, is as much excluded, by this Argu- 
ment, from it's edifying Influence, which is allowed im it, a8 
from it's regenerating Influence, which it pretends to deny: 
Anſ. This Objection proceeds on the Suppoſition that phyſi- 
cal Power is only employed in cauling right Views to exiſt in the 
 Underſtanding,: which is not true. For the Underſt g it- 


ſelf, with every other Power of the Soul, is changed, _ | 


brought into a new moral State; being renewed - after the 
of him who created it. Col. iii. 1o. And the whole is equally 


given. and to which others will ſoon be added. 
Beſide, as phyſical Power is only employed, (reſpecting Man- 


tain, which is the Caſe univerſally, as to the moral Change; as 


being otherwiſe plentifully provided for. 


are 2 1 in 1 whoſe Sek T are yet deaf that they cannot 145 N 
appears from the Word of God, the Nature of tbe 


the Effect of the ſame Notion of Power, for Reaſons already 


Kind) where moral Motives, in the divine Senſe, cannot ob- 


Intervention of 


bjects; it 
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Eo 22 The rei ning Princ | 
5 The: natural Power of Reflection and Memory; with which i 
the Mind was endowed by it's Creator. And which dein for 
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irs divine Original. 


maintained 


conſtant Uſe, after the moral Cha 


* 3. It's native Propenſity ariſing 3 Pleaſbpe « or Pair A — 
ä er Intereſt or Duty; to deſire 3 often exert itſelf, after Appre - 
gnRaenſions, in which it has taſted the Sweets of tin Wannen. 


and to avoid the contrar. 
4. Chriſtian Converſation, on thoſe Things, about which they 


” cher fear the Lord ſpeak often one to another. 


5. The Prayer of Faith, in the certain and known Track, end 


of "free Sufficiency, of the Covenant of Grace. 


6. Daily Meditations on the Scriptures, by whicte! weh Views 
el their Contents, as have been had, will naturally be fevived. 

But, 7. The . Relief is, that he who has begotten 
* Soul to a lope, through Grace, knows ail about it; 
and has 3 to maintain and perſevere” it, to his heaven- 
4 Kingdom.“ And that no good 7 Ling call be wanting to that 

nd. And for this Purpoſe has ſecured thę preſent Efficacies 
of tbe Holy Ghoſt, to attend every Subject of ik Change, in ll 
N of Providence, to the End of the World. 


There is therefore no Province for phyſical Power, "is FEY 
on the Minds of Men, and in Refèrence to the moral Empire, 
in their Hearts; but in cauſing firſt Views of divine Objecks, 


and in planting firſt Principles of true Morality; together with 
what both neceſſarily pre · ſuppoſe in Creatures ſo depraved, and 
diſaffected to holy Things, as all Men have been proved to be. 

¶ Butthat theſe muſt be the Effect of phyſical Power, as Wan, 
or elſe never take Place ene may be determined in the follow- 
ing Manner: 

1% the Scriptures are admitted as a Teſti in this' Affair; then 
all Men are naturally engroſſed in ſuch a State of Darkneſs, not 
enh as a State of Ignorance, but as a State of reigning Immo- 

N. as bars. all FR from moral as ſuch; but che 
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A New are entirely in ſuch a State of Sacre 
rince only, but by being powerfully 3 the 


lief from moral Power, as ſuck. 


named at preſent. 
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on divine Revelation; therefore 


Dominion of Sin and Satan, as n 


Out of the Multitude of Satt Pallages, which . 


proper Characteriſm. 
Now to alledge 
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rate, but as N is to hold, that Deliverance fron: Heath⸗ 
eniſm, is the moral Change. But if being civilized doth not 
change the moral State of the Soul; as is e en then! | 
this Example is well choſen. | 


Now Darkneſfs,-in the 9 3 is not © ſuch e 


he Properties of a Kingdom, with nume 


y: unregenerate Perſon, is conſidered by the _ 
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5 "this Argument, the Caſe of the chriſtian: Epheſians: onh, will be 1 
2 Of theſe, - Inſpiration. wig told us; that beſre 
their moral Change, hey: were Darkiie/s,” in the Abſtract. 
=: rite oh. ae-the: Nature of their moral State, tuaʒt 
astit had no-Qimlity init, but "of thin Sort; 10 it e 


Eph 


= dev | 
. Thing. as natural Darkneſs is, viz. to conſiſt metely in the A 


ſence of Light. But tis poſitively characteriſtick of a great and 
powerful Empire 1 
rous Subjects, King. and Laws, are aſcribed to it, in the Scerip 
tures. And eve 
Bible, as a Subject of this Kingdom of Darkneſs, ex ino pin 
This is charged on theſe Epheſians. Cap. ii, ver. 2. And tis 
here alledged to be the Cate of all Children'of Diſbbedicnce!* — 


. —— — 7 ; 
his Mighty Power. And this is as high a Deſcription of the® 
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Mos chat the 5 dean TY 55 > e FN Caſe FREY moral 
9 as ſuch, is as evident as that it is not the Mb. of bis-. . Wi 
Power, by which he raiſed Chriſt from the Dead. Tis as evi- 
dent, as that Suaſion can never cauſe Light to thine out of + 
| Darkneſs z or make Life to riſe out of Death,” - 
Nay, as this State of Darkneſs is ſupported and defended i in 
My - one of it's Subjects, by all the Powers of Sin, Death, and 
1 Hell ſo as Suaſion never oppoſes Power with Power, as fucks | + 
don't mean to ſucceed by immediate. Conqueſt ;,,nor to deſtroy 
the Works of the mighty Tyrant, immediate fine mediis, as the 
Conqueſts of mere Power muſt be made; and as the ſtrong Man 
armed will keep his Hold, 'till Power comes which can deſtroy 
his Works, and will judge, and caſt him out; ſo either the mo- 
ral Change muſt never be wrought, or wrought by Power phy ſi 
cal. Which is that mighty Power, whereby the Dead are raiſed; 
and Light i is made to thine out of Darkneſs, and to which, no- 
thing is impoſſible. This cherefore opens the Door of Hope. 
2. If no Power can create but phy ſical Power, as ſuch; then 

the moral Change i is wrought by phyſical: og as ſuch; but 
the former is trur; and fo of Cour muſt my e latter. For 

the moral {heoge, is that AIX KTIzZIZ, or new. Creation, of 
which the Bible ſo often pokes: as; iy be ſeen, 2 Cor. 8 . 
Gal. er,, « 
Now that to create whick-in thi Caſe is to give Nature and 
Being to a new moral State, where it was not before] is the pecu- 
liar Work of phy cal Power, as ſuch, is juſt as evident as the 
Meaning of the Expreſſion. Or that there is any Difference 
2 between Phyſical and moral Power. For to ſuppoſe the contrary _ 
s totally to deſtroy that Difference. Therefore either the moral + | 
Change is wrought by no Power, as ſuch, or elſe ris . 


1 


PPP , oo en Re 


— 


17 Power phyſical. . 1 
If Light as Light, i in the 4 Seals! is theioaly om qo 
by. hich moral Power, as ſuch, or Suaſion, can operate; then 


the moral Change is not wrought by moral Power, as fuch, or 
1 but ſuch Licht is the only Mean by PO 
| owes 


* 


e ai one 


moral Change is an Effect wrought; without any. Effi 


all; which deſtroys the natural Notion of Connection, between 


without any Cauſe; which is exactly the ſame, as Effects t 
hange i is ſolely the Effect of phylical Power. 


4. If Subjects of total moral Depravity, are totally Jedi | 
*. Abiliey, or moral Purpoſes 3. then their moral Change, muſt, 
be wrought by pbyſical Power; but they are totally deſtitute of 5 
ſuch Ability 3 therefore they muſt be changed by phyſical Pow-. 
er, or not be changed at all. For moral Power, never works 
by Po werg as ſuch z but. by preſenting Motives to the Mind, to; 


excite it's own. Ability. But as a Perſon. totally morally deprav- 


ed has Ability, at all, for any ſuch Purpoſe, as the moral; _ 
Change; ſo tis impoſſible that moral Power, as ſuch, ſhould 


do any Thing to it. So the Change muſt be wrought by: phyſi. 
cal Power, or elſe never be wrougkt at all. 
8. If a totally depraved Mind has no chriſtian W 


dan then the moral Change muſt be wrought by bhyäcal . 
Power; but the former is true, and-ſo. of Courſe muſt be the 
latter. For it will doubtleſs be allowed, that all muſt have 
Chriſtian Virtue, who have the moral Change; and that the 
moral Change is the Commencement. of Chriſtianity, as ſuch, 


in the Perſon. 


ged. But the Point is, how are the Chriſtian 
Virtues firſt be 


r 


E e b 


Se , de mee Sende, in only. f e H 
Vi on; tis no Efficient of any Thing. Either, therefore, the 


cieney at 
Cauſes and Effects; and ſuppoſeth that Effects may take Place IF 


Place, without any Effect, tak ing Minds: Or elſe, * me al. 


begotten ? To ſay that t proceed firſt of all from 

the ſuaſive Influence, of moral ras is to. ſay | they proceed 
from the Mind, when it has nothing of that Nature 4 and 
nothing produceth ſomething. Fo or moral Power only preſents 

ſuaſiye Reaſons, to move the Mind. ener what is already in ĩit- 
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is eee itſelf ʒ then that Change is not wrought by 
but phyſical Power, but the former in trueß and ie that Change 
: moſt bewrought by phyſical Power. NE) 


ſaid to commence — And ſo the moral E 


Andi ſo Chriſti 
on thoſe Chriſti 


beck Eupre 
God, Se dees mean the moral Chan: 


or . 


| meed'only Edification, and 8 
cConfeſſing that they proceed from Chriſtian Priticiples planted at- 
the -hange, Irre er 


it by moral 
. ail Pray a op That 
Zmpire, in : Beliovers'of the Goſpel, derives: * and 


c 


For as all that moral Power, as ee cas 


moral Abilities, which it finds in the Soul; to work upon; and ſo 


to quicken and increaſe the Exerciſe of the moral Virtues, which 


"7 leid to be already chere: So if all the right moral Principles, 
Abilities 
belong to the moral Empire in that Soul; then that Excitement 

of the moral Virtues;. which moral Power js ſuppoſed to find 


and Virtues, which are ever there, muſt neceſſarily 


there, gives Being to-the' moral Empire, which moral Power is 
ire derives from, 
for it's Being, on ſome of it's: oon Virtues. 
ity in thoſe-who are changed, is made to depend 
fn Virtues; which neveſſarily muſt derive out of 
its. BG wels, for it's Being and Prevalence. But if phyſical | 
Power; as ſuch, is the Efficient of this Change; then 4 — 1 
from him who- workteth all Things according to the Council off 


and i de 


 HiS'own-Will. - Aud-whoſe Seile 18 3 4 


7. Ir do de begotten of. God, to be bor-of-God, and mag 
ons in the Seriprure, mean theories; then 
it muſt be the Effect of phyſical Power ; bot co be hegortem ia 
th jv 2 | 

phyfieal Poweri-- The: Minor in this Argument is [ſupported . 
| by John! i. 13. Which * that thoſe who mer” + 


Man, but of God. Alſo by John i ili. 3, 5. 
a Being, 


Almighty Spirit, &c. 


the Goſpel. 


Text muſt be un 


ſtances. 
phyſical, and not by moral Power, as ſuch. 


ns, U * is Es, 


= A | 
7 Chriſt, ind e Sons of Gad, are bones of FS wal os 


— that the 
Change without which-no Man can ſee the Kingdom of God; is 


born aue, from above, and is the Efficiency of the 
And *tis juſt as evident to common Senſe 
that this Efficiency is hyſical, as that the firſt Notiomof beget- 
ting is natural; or that the Propagation of Creatures is' never: : 
performed by Rhetorick, or Suaſion. 

AI it is e that the Corinthians were begotten through | 
The Anſwer is, Paul addreſſeth them as a viſible 
Church. 1 Cor. i. 2. And that they were begotten to that viſi- 


ble Standing i in Goſpel Obedience, by the ſuaſive Influence 'of 
the Goſpel, is plain endugh z for Suaſion is the Raciding Wen 
| of chriſtian: Obedience; as Hai been ſhewed. 


But if any. ſhould ſtill imagine that the Word begotten, in this 
derſtood as in thoſe above, tis anſwered al 


ſayin g 


- 0M T's dagen 1 in the Senſe. of the: Objection, bu Suaſion, is a 
| natural Impoſſibility, as has been ſhewed. 


- 2. Therefore if the Word begotten,. in the Text in Genen 


means the moral Change; it was effected by the Doctrine of the 


Goſpel, as the Reſurrection of Lazarus was, den Goſpel Words 
were ſpoken over his Corpſe; and the like in many other In- 
But every Body knows theſe Facts were effected * 


8. If the Will is never moved by determining DiQates of the 


Underſtanding, but is moved / by the Underſtanding, only as by 

Ia moral Motive; or as ſhewing what is beſt to be willed; 
+ | the moral Change muſt be 

Now that the Will is ney 

tates of the Underſtanding, is juſt as evident as that Underſtand- 


then 


ought by phyſical Power. 
y any determining Dic- - 


ing and Will are different; for a determining Dictate, is an aft 
of Volition, or of the Will. And fo for the Will to be 
mined by ſuch Dictate, would be, for it to be determined by it- 
Therefore the Will is moved by the 

L 8 5 Underſtand. 


1 


ARES. eee, s as of ala Modes or VE PM garhar 
$4 Deſt co'be-willed. But in order-that the' Underſtanding Hare? 
_ F 8 move boa Will, as to Things rightly moral, it muſt have right 
ies of Morality, to preſent to the Will, as eligible; or elſe 
be preſent them without red then 5 and ſo ge” What 3 
„ . Nees lb night Views: 3 andi it 1 de e 1 
| 5 ab extra ; for as totally depraved, it has none of it's on. "Ow: 1 
do ſuppoſe moral Power, as ſuch, to beget them there, is to ſup- 
poſe ſome right moral Object, to be ſeen by the N. l 
in order to it's being ſeen by the Underſtanding. 
Something muſt cure the depraved State of the Underſtanding, 
0 in order that right Views may take Place there. And as moral 
Suaſion begets nothing, but only moves to Action, what is al- 
ready there; ſo, if the Matter is managed in the moral Way, 
_ - the Underſtanding muſt have right Morality in it already, in 
= order to receive the firſt Impreſſion of moral Influence. Or elſe 
_ this miorat Power, effects the Change, as to the Underſtanding, 2 
| _ _ without ſhewing-one Whit of Morality ; which is exactly the: 
= ſame Thing, as for it to be done by phyſical Power; and ſo the 
Diſtinction of the two Notions of Power is W and the 
. Point i in Diſpute is given up. 
9. That all Men are naturally wholly diſaffected to hide Things 
as ſuch, has been proved. Which is that Enmity which the 
Sctriptures teach, and Experience proves, to have infeſted all 
Men, againſt the Kingdom of God, as a Kingdom of Evange- 


—_ . and from the Word of God, that this Enmity is unconvertible. 
=_— The inſpired Word for this Enmity, imports Hatred, as has 
been ſhewed; and the original Word for the Thing, when 
ir 18 rendered alienated, is ATYAAGTRKOfAEVOL, Eph iv. 18. From 
e, and ane. Importing, to be quite other Perſons, in the 
Femper of Mind, and State of Affections, from what is right. 
r of it may be ſeen, Eph. ii. 12. Shewing that 


uy * they) were Gentiles, in the B leſh, . were without Ae, 
5 ens 


8 —— — 
3 * — 


neal Truth. And *tis as evident from the Nature of the Caſe, 


Nath in the Soul to be changed, 
Way; then there is ſome good and uſeful Qualification in be > f 


norate, being dead in Sin, means that they are as unable to 
Thing morally right in the Senſe of Chriſtianity,” as 'Perfons - 


14 % 
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venants of Promiſe, having no Hope, and without God n 


World. Their Relief was totally, by the Blood of Chriſt. xiii. 6. 2 


Bur if tis wrought by any Uſe primarily made of Powers or 
as it is, if done in the moral! 


Unregenerate, ſerving to help forward their Regeneration. There 
is a genuine Sabine in them already. Contrary to what bs 


been proved above. But then, how can Truth aſcribe the whole 
Deliverance to ſome divine Virtue in the Blood of Chriſt? For 


if any Reaſon, ot Mean of e e is in us, then * whole. * 
not of Chriſt, or mere Graſmee. LI Fs 
The fame Word is alſo uſed, Col. i 21. lese it is coupled: 7 


with Exerc. ru diavoia, Enemies in every Faculty of the Mind; 


* 


or, in every reaſoning ZEæerciſe of the Mind. And their Change 


is expreſſed by ETOKETHNAG Leu. From ar cala and A. He 
hath changed you, altogether away from what ye were. Which, 


conſidering what they were, muſt be as it is rendered, reconciled. 

So either in a State of total Enmity, the Mind is not fo totally 
diſaffected, as not to have any right moral Principle, for moral 
Power, as ſuch, to take hold upon, in order. to influence the 


other Parts of the Soul, [for on this Scheme we muſt ſpeak ſo] 


and ſo effect the Change; or elſe phyſical Power, as ſuch, muſt 
firſt ſtay the Enmity, "Jef eſtroy the Alienation, and create the Soul 


anew in Chriſt Jeſus: But in ſuch a State of total Enmity, as 


all Men have been proved to be in by Nature, the Mind is ſo 


totally diſaffected, as not to have any Thing for moral Power, 
as ſuch, to take hold on, in order to influence and effe&- the 


Change: e either phyſical Power, as ſuche muſt ann, 
uſt never be done. (8 ie 
N A laſtly. ' If the Scripture Dodtrine; 0 the n 


naturally dead, are to natural, or civil Action; then phyſical 
Powers buch, is as f r to raiſe the Soul t lock rh "= 
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Dl. Motalicj, as to raiſe the Body at 
ture Doctrine does mean ſo by it's on Explanations; therefore 


one of them has any Thing in him that is right, and wel 7 
ing in his Sight. They are under the Dominion of the Fl 


Ray o 
the once dying, now riſen and reigning Friend, do they behold. 


Eyes of natural Reaſon and Conſcience, in the plaineſt, and moſt 
affecting Manner; but their Heart ſays, depart from us, we de- 
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Peace, and endleſs Bus, are brought exceedi 


11 4 
© laſt Day: Bot chen Setip- . 


Pbyfical Power, is as neceſſaty in the one Caſe as in the other.” 


And this is exactly according to the Bible's Account of the whole 
Affair. And renders every Part of the 1908 8 Scheme maſt ob- 


viouſly; Sonfiſtent .. ; N $a 8 
Among the many Things hich ms. to View by. the f Irego- 
ing Remarks, a few only will be named. Sci). ? 
Then the moral State of all Men, whatever are Ta — 
Characters, or Diſtinctions, is very deplorable, till they are cre- 


ated anew in Chriſt Jeſus, They are fallen from God, have loſt: 


his Image, are unclean before the Eyes of divine Purity. Not 


eſn: 

in hearty Oppoſition to the revealed Nature of Jehovah ; ; and. 

never Ae, him in any Thing they do, Rom. viii. 58. Not one 
Goſpel Glory do the ever ſee.” None of the Beauties of 


Nay, they cannot know them, becauſe. they are firiroally diſ+ 
cerned. 1 Cor. ii. 14. They are all blind, and ſęe not why he 
ſhould be deſired. He calls, but their Heart refuſes. He has Ef 
lift up his golden Sceptre, but their Neck is an Iron Sinew, He. 
is the chief of ten Thouſands, but other Lords have Dominion 
over them. His Wrath is revealed from Heaven, but they date 
to run the Riſque. He tells them every Day they ſhall not eſ- 
cape, but they deſpiſe his Councils, and will have none of kis 
Reproofs. He ſpeaks from Heaven, but there is none that un- 


derſtandeth; none that ſeeketh after God. Rom iii. 10-18. 


Their guilty State, and it's impending Ruin, are ſet before the J pe 


ſire not the Knowledge of thy Ways; preſent. Pardon, divine: | 


be it Robe, the 


Kingdom of 28 is come nigh unto them. T 


0 N e golden Ring, yea all Things are ready; and 


pg 


Mercy 
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but be caſt out for ever, where is 


v. 40. Not one natural Faculty 


Earth, from the hig 
behind the Mill, agree in this, chat there is no Form, or Come- 


 jeR maintains the 
Heart is, I want ſome more ſenſual Enjoyments; a little lon- 


Þ dont delighe in his holy Word; his Service looks . like Sla- 
very, don't diſturb me yet.” ' So Men car the Fruiz ofeheit ou 
Ways, and are anſwered according to their Idols. 


and ſo implicitly offer to compound with Men, on lower Terms 
than tlie Bible does. Preachers, or other Profeſſbrs, en nol. 
- Guide at all, in Matters of true Religion, 


E which died only to: riie Word of — 


Field e ere his Nenn yer, es hr pling fav: +; 

Gals chat in thoſe Ways, they ſhall never taſte of his Supper :: ]ðĩ?8 

weeping and gnafhing of Teeth. 

Where: the” Worm: dies not, and the Fire never mall 110 | 

quenched. 
2. Then what is wanting is not 8 bor 1 zung. | 

Ye will not come-to me that ye might have Life, is the A 

tion of all that love not the Lord Jeſus Chrift in — — 

but all hs — 2 thoroughly 

cence is wanting; -Femain- compleat; on 

es ed n malignant Hatred, Bye Ty u 2 y Soul on 

left Prince, to the loweſt Servant that is is- 


lineſs in him. But this as evidentiy riſeth from their perverted - 
Teſte, as that the deſpiſed Object, is the moſt divine Immanuel. 
Salvation's wanting, only for Want of Love; for he that lovet il 
is of God. 1 John iv. 0 Total Diſaffection to every holy Ob. 
Ity Bondage. The Language of their 


ger to pleaſe my Taſte, and gratify myſelf. I can't give up my 
f. righteous Hope ſo ſoon; I don't — that crucified Jeſus; 


3. Then ttis vain for ſuch as profeſs to milirace rhe Es of 
Darkneſs, and this moral Death, to attempt it by the "Halves ; 


but the Bible; and 
to the Letter of tan: 
ſtorm, Toth _ 


if hey don't conduct and 
ay the ſame R 


, Ae. 
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ie i becauſe there is no Light in theme Iſa. viii, 20. Now: this 
Mord, no where directs it's Heralds, to publiſn other Terms 
of Peace, any other Mean of Acceptation, than is expreſsly ſet 
forth in ihe er of the divine Charter. If they give Hope f 
Fuavour, on Accgunt of natural Decency, Innocence and: Sweet- 
gnneſs of Temper and Manners, they ſtand condemned by their 
© own Bibles;++ For, notwithſtanding theſe, unſanRified Souls are 


Safety to the awakened, the reformed, or ſerious Legaliſty their; 
Bock {condemns them, by ' ſaying, no Righteouſneſs ſhall be - 
mentioned in that affair, but the divine only. 'Pſal. lxxi;-16. If 
antinomian Faith is foſtered ; the forbidding Word is, „ not by 
« Faith only.“ Jam. ii. 24. If Men are 12 to work for Life; 
nay, to ſhed a Tear, or make a Prayer, with Hope to eſcape 
ſome Judgment, or ſmooth the frowning Brow of Wrath diyine; 
*tis forging Righteouſneſs, and binds the Doer to do all, or die. 
Gal. v. 3. The Sum of all we have to ſay, in this Caſe, is urn 
or burn. ' Let Jeſus Chriſt, as ruling King, attoning Prieſt, and 
teaching Prophet to the worſt of Men, be always ſounding in 


the Mind of God himſelf is. The Lord himſelf ſaid to the Sick 
of the Palſy, I ſay to thee ariſe. Mark ii. 11. And to Lazarus, 
ſtone dead, come forth. John xi. 43. Peter alſo ſaid to a natural 
Cripple, in tbe Name of Jeſus Chriſt —riſe up and walk; Acts iii. 
6. The Words of God only we have to preach, and to expect 
er,, e gee vo. 
_ * 2 4+» Then we ſee what the moral Change muſt be. Tis to be 
as truly born of God, as we have been born of natural Parents. 
John iii. 3—5, 6. Tis to be raiſed from ſpiritual Death to a 
| heavenly Life, as Jeſus Chriſt was from bodily Death. Eph. ii. 
41. 5, 6. Tis to be created a- new in Chriſt. Jeſus, unto holy 
ledge, in our own ſelves, cauſed as Nature's Light was in the 
Beginning, and by the ſame Power. 2 Cor. iy. 6. Tis 8. . 
| . 4.4. | IS >. ; E . | 
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e Subjects of Wrath ſtill, even as others. If they give Hope of N 


their Ears. Tis no more abſurd than Bible, than Truth, than 9 
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ride like God, in the je leadi 


. age of the heavenly, as we have born that of the earthly. 
Tu 2 to be made to love what God loves, and to hate whit he 
hates; becauſe the Love of God is ſhed abroad in our Hearts. 
Tis to have the Truth abiding in us, which, never abode. there. 
before. And to have the Spirit of that Truth dwelling in us 
thereby, which the World never receives. John xiv. 17 Tis 
to be obedient Children unto God, and zealous of good Works. 
In'ſhort,-be-who:is ſo changed, : of. earthly is made heavenly ; 
of carnal,” is made ſpiritual ; 72 dead in Sin, is alive unto God. 
Of Self. righteous i is a divine Dependant ; of a cordial: Lover of 
the Creature only, now loves God above all. And of a hater of 
divine Sovereignty, becauſe againſt his own, can now delight in 
it cordially, at the utter Expence of his own. And fo: he cats: 
have Pleaſure in thoſe Badges of it, which never yet pleaſrd an 
unhumbled Soul. viz. My Purpoſe ſhall ſtand; 1 will do all 
my Pleaſure'z and will have Nerenm on whom. 1 will have... 
== Mercy.“ Ta | 
"G4 Then eſte. bandes Change myſt diſplay and new kſelf. 
Not by ſaying, Lord, Lord, without 14 the very Things 
which he ſaith ; but by walking in all his Commendments and Or. 
dinances blameleſsly. Not nouriſhing any depraved Taſte, and 
making Proviſion for the Fleſh, but crucifying the Fleſh, with 
it's Affect ions and Luſts. Not practiſing on the Principle of 
Diſaffection to divine Objects but ſhewing Delight in the Law 
of the Lord. Not yielding in Mattess of Faith, and chriſtian 
Obedience, to the Maſterhood of Cuſtom, or any human Au- 
| thority ; but holding one Maſter, even him who is in Heaven. 
Not reſting in Profeſſion about the Goſpel; but reducing Princi- 
ples to viſible Practice. Not ſhewing the Spirit of the World "IF 
at the Spirit of the Truth, a8 it is in Jeſus. N Not being 'aſham- 
:@ of the Croſs of Chriſt,” but ſhewing that there is. no. practical 
Chriſtianity, but in taking it up daily. Luke ix, 23. Not walk- 
ing in Craftineſs, or „ _ Word of God dcecifilly 3 but 
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2 ade, like: 2 (Gadd as | 1 
put 4 again; all Malice, ouile, and Hypocriſies, Ewies 
and Evil-fpeaking'; and 9 Babes, defiring rhe fincere 


Milk of che Word, that ye may grow therein. 1 Pet. ii. 12. 
„ but in Deed and in Trutb. 


Not loving ia Word, nor in T 
1 John iii. 18. Which tis impoſſible to do, while ſuch Charch- 


State, as the Bible deſcribes, is deſpiſed; by being wholly neg- 
locted, or poſtponed to any other. Tis not ſhewing that 
Diſaffection is removed, and that fervent Love has taken the' 
Lead of the Heart, to ſubſtitute and walk i in any other Way, 
than what the heavenly Lover, has plainly marked our for his 
| Subjedt, If their Deſire is not, thy Will be done? doubts 
leſs they are not changed; if it is, doubtleſs the Fruit will ap- 
pea? in the fame Things, about which that Will is plainly re- 
vealed.” And then Peter's Confeſſion, as the Rock on Which 
| the Lord builds his Church, in Oppoſition to all others, will be 
adopted. His own Headſhip alone avowed ; and: the ſpiritual 
Nouriſhment of his Body, held to be, as it's actual Union m 
Connection, by Joints and Bands, with that only Headfhip is. 
Col. ii. 19 And all Schemes for incorporating dead and GE: 
fected Members, will de avoided, as counter to the Maſter's 
Will ; and quite incompatible with the Nature, Deſign, and 
Cement of fuch a. ration. The ſcriptural Notion of the 
Lord's Body, as eonſiſting of live Members, united to the Head, 
by underſtanding or — what the Bible faith about bim; 
and te one another by 'delightful Love; will again be revived. 
$6 alſs will the old Notion ef Diſcipline, as totally comprized, 
in the mutual Practice of that Love. And ſo the ancient Badge 
of an Apoſtolic Church may be ſeen gain, in all being ſubjetf 
ene to another. 1 Pet. v. 5. And fo far the Outery of abſurd! 
fooliſh! or impoſlible!' often made "the diſguiſed Enemies of 
the Goſpel; againft ſuck Practices of Love and Duty, as the 
Lord requires of his Children wil be ſeen 9 e 
not 


rocking les than the native Symptoms of the old Diagection, 
| ill remaining. 1 John ii. 20—29. 


1 As the Bibl. teacheth, that the Holy So upper was inte 


for Diſciples; and t ſuch continued in the Uſe of it, as ſted- 
faſtly, as in the Apoſtle's Doctrine; Acts ii. 42. In fo much 
that the. firſt Day = the Week, was ſoon diſtinguiſhed, by the 
Day, in which. the Diſciples break Bread. Acts xx. 7. And as 
Believers and their Seed, were always incorporate together, in 
the. outward. Adminiſtrations of the gracious Covenant. Gen. 
xvii. :9, 10. Gal. ili. 14. So Chriſt's Sheep hear his Voice in all 
theſe, Things, and follow it. For he that faith, I know him, 
and keepeth nat his Commandments, is a Liar, and the Truth is nat 


in him. But whoſo keepeth his Ward, in him verily, is the Love of 


Ce per feltled. Hereby know we that woe are in bim. He that 
ſaith, he abideth in bim, ought himſelf alſo Jo to walk, even as be 
walked. 1 John ii. 4— 
6. Then we ſee that the Scheme of the Bible, is a 7 and 
molt. natural Way, to ſubdue the Pride, cure the Ignorance, 
and regulate the moral Diſorders which abound among Men; 
by bringing juſt as many as receive it, to know clearly again, 
- two leading Characters which compoſe it; vi. that of God, 
and of human Nature. The proper Knowledge of both which 
was loſt, when the Image of God was loſt. For tis only in his 
Light chat we can ſee 55 8 Juſt fo certain it is, that all Men 
2 to the moral Change, are equally fallen from the Know- 
2 — and Love of both theſe Characters. 1 Place of which 
Knowledge, ariſeth Ignorance of both. And in Place of that 
Love, ariſeth Enmity towards God, and the Things of God ; 
and Envy toward one another. James i iv. 4, 5. Tit. iii. 3. This 
laſt is as evident i in Facts as the former; for though an Object 
'of Miſery may excite natural Compaſſion, yet no one, previous 
to the moral Change, has Complacence centring in any but him- 
elf. No Love, further than. private Advantage riſeth to View. 
J. 16. So both the real 1 and the * Love 
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of both theſe Characters, is received again, only by receiving 
Jeſus Chriſt, who ſuſtained them both. So there can be no 
more of chriſtian Humanity, than there is of chriſtian Divinity, 
in any Man living. So the Reverſe of both abounds among 
Men. But every Soul which is made free through the Truth, 
does therein receive him, who acted out both Characters to the 
laſt Point. *T'is no more evident of the Redeemer, that he ho- 
noured the divine Character in every Period of his Incarnation ; 
than that in every one of thoſe Periods, he was expending him- 


ſelf for Men; while he knew they were all his Haters. And fi- 
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that he has all others in his Controul. 


nally, he acted out the laſt Point of Humanity; for while they 
were Sinners, and Enemies, he died for them. Rom. v. 8—10. ' 
The Goſpel of Chriſt therefore, is the only chriſtian School- 
Book, both for Divinity and for Humanity. Nor is either learn- 
ed there, without the other, nor any further. Which ſhews the 
Importance of receiving, and of being conformed to the Bible. 
And if this cannot take Place, but in the Channel of the fore- 
going Argument, then it ſufficiently eſtabliſheth the Importance 
ol it's Deſign, | B27 4 - | 

7. And laſtly. Then we ſee the only Way, in which all the 
Words, and all the Works of God, may be ſeen harmonious. 
That they all centre in one only Point of Deſign, even the 
Honour of their Original, is as evident, as that there is no high- 
er Good. hat they every one, do in their Place, ſhew him 
forth, is juſt as evident, as that there is no higher Agency; and 
| That therefore they do 
| harmonize, is as plain, as that they all have one great Author, 
Deſign, and End. That there is divine Delight in the View of 
this Harmony, is as evident, as that God is pleaſed with all his 
Words, and all his Works. But then that Sort of Delight muſt = 
be peculiar to that Occafion. Then we can have none of that 
Delight, but ih the ſame Sort of View of the ſame Objects. 
But no ſuch View can be had by us, but by knowing, and cor- 
dially adopting the ſcriptural Plan of them. Then no one, x wi : 


m 


which the real 


- [4] 
| has not received the Gof och. bur ie ar Facul | 
vine Materials, can as any of this Sort of Happineſs. Then 
all muſt be changed, or be miſerable. Tes 1 the Hinge on 
elfare of Men turns, is that Knowledge of 


- God, which is begun in the Soul, at the Time of the moral 


Change; and is evidential of it, by producing 
ſuch Conformity to the divine Nature and Dominion, as is the 


ſuch Love, and 


peculiar Production of that Knowledge. And which will en- 


dear his — and Words, and 5 as Monuments of 
Mercy 7 by J * Dun the only * Tranſgreſſors, for 
ever and eve 155 


7 


< 


POSTSCRIPT. 


wich is molt age. 
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A Wur- xuoww Dialogue, fell into the Author's Hand, 3 


Tear or two ago, on which he wrote ſome Remarks. But 


18 g ſoon that it was refuted by other Hands, he ſuppreſſed 


- his Remarks. But he has ſeen this Year, a printed Letter, by 
the ſame Hand, in Vindication of the Dialogue, which in it's 
15th Page urgeth, that becauſe Regeneration is allowed to be a 
moral Change, it muſt therefore be wrought by moral Power; 
doubtleſs it means, as ſuch. The Abſurdity of . which Conclu- 
ſion was ſo ſtriking, that he was deſirous to communicate a few 
Sentiments on that Head. But being inclined, as much as may 
be, to avoid the ſurly Appearance of public Controverſy ; and 


; yet to practice Duty to moſt venerable Truth; he has 3 


| addreſs himſelf, as in the Title- Page. Partly, becauſe he can 


communicate his Views of the Points in Queſtion, that Way, as 


. well as any, to the Teſt of ſober Judgments. And partly, be- 

_ cauſe in that Way he has the more invitlg Hope of an impartial 
' Perufal _ { , „ 
Whether he is miſtaken or not, in the foregoing Points, or in 


the Evidence by which they are ſupported z the Strength of 


Expreſſion, which on a Review, he finds ſometimes uſed, is cer- 


| taiply the Effect of his View of the Contents; and not of a Diſ- 
| põſitiom toxdiftate to, or impoſe Sentiments on the reſpectable 


 F=Ob;edts/oFthis Addreſs. When any Sentiments are made pub- 


„ lick,” they becomemthe, Property of ever) Man; though nor 


therefore to be abuſed-by angy.. Thoſe which are exhibite ! in 


Author is bound to honour all. N 


the foregoing Argument, fuſt run their own Riſque. The 


ſuch 


en.; and he holds in Eſteem all 
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